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Getting Started 

The best way to start a dog park or run in your neighborhood is to go out and talk to people who have dogs in 
hand. If they are out walking their dogs, chances are they would enjoy the chance to discuss a dog run in the 
community with you. Don't be shy; ask if they would like to join a committee. Grab a few people (you don't need a 
lot, just 5 or 10 folks who are passionate) and set up a time to meet at someone's house to discuss the action plan. 

You and your new group will need to ascertain a spot for the dog park. Potential sites could include parks, 
transmission line corridors, and unused road right of ways or abandoned "brown field" sites. Once you have 
nominated a site, it helps to let the community know of your plans ... just in case your newly picked spot interferes 
with a neighbor's garden. 

Try posting notices about the proposed dog park in pet stores, grooming shops, animal clinics and grocery stores. 
Write or email local newspapers to see if they could do a small story about the idea to gain more public awareness. 
You'll need to write a clear outline about the need for the dog park. It helps if you focus more on how the park will 
benefit the community as a whole instead of how it will benefit the dogs. If it is proposed for public parkland, the 
parks department will then be able to tell you if the area you have selected is available to you and your group, or 
they may suggest another area for you to consider. If it is on land owned by another public or private entity, then 
you will have to make a presentation to them to explain the community benefit and how you will take on any 
responsibilities to make it happen and keep it running without the park being a burden to them. 

(Adapted from www.animalplanet.com - "Want to Get a Dog Park in Your Community?"/ 

INTRODUCTION 

City of Atlanta Code of Ordinances, Section 110-70 (a), requires dogs to be on leashes in public areas for the 
protection of fellow residents, as well as the dogs themselves. To offer the numerous dogs in the city space to roam 
freely, the Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs (DPR) has created guidelines to support the 
creation of Off Leash Dog Parks (OLDP); to specifically provide safe places for dogs to exercise, play and socialize 
legally "off leash". 

Creating Off Leash Dog Parks is an Atlanta grass-roots operation. If a group of dog owners decides an area is 
needed in their community, they should organize themselves as an official group with at least five members. They 
should also register with the Civic Association and Neighborhood Planning Unit (NPU) in the given area. 
In this booklet, the process of bringing a proposal to the Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural 
Affairs is defined in detail. 

STEP ONE 

Define a space for an Off Leash Dog Park (OLDP) in a City of Atlanta park. 

There are certain factors in identifying and defining a site for a proposed OLDP. Look for areas that include the 
following: 

• Underutilized sections of existing parks or other green spaces that will not interfere with park aesthetics 
or existing uses. 

• Linear parks/easements to section off for off-leash dog use. 



is recommended to be a minimum of two acres.
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