15-0-1394
AN ORDINANCE
BY COUNCILMEMBER KWANZA HALL
AS SUBSITUTED BY ZONING COMMITTEE

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 28A (CITY OF ATLANTA
SIGN ORDINANCE) OF THE 1982 ATLLANTA ZONING ORDINANCE IN
RESPONSE TO THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT DECISION
IN REED V. TOWN OF GILBERT, ARIZONA; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the City of Atlanta Sign Ordinance (herealler “Atlanta Sign Ordinance”) currently
regulates signs within city limits; and

WHEREAS, the number, size, height, lighting, design, location, portability, changing frequency,
and other physical characteristics of signs in the City of Atlants directly affect the public health,
safety, and welfare; and

WHEREAS, on June 18, 2015, the United States Supreme Court held unanimously in Reed v.
Town of Gilbert, Arizona 2015 WL 2473374, that the provisions of the Town of Gilbert’s Sign
Cade, which regulate signs by category according to the type of information they convey, are
content-based and therefore subject to strict scrutiny under the First Amendment of the United
States Constitution; and

WHEREAS, regulations subject lo strict scrutiny by the courts require that the regulator
demonstrate that the regulation furthers a compelling state interest and is narrowly tailored to
that end; and

WHEREAS, regulations subject to the First Amendment to the United States Constitution rarely
survive legal challenge under the strict scrutiny analysis; and

WHEREAS, the Gilbert Court held further that regulations that apply to signs generally and ina
content-neutral manner such ay size, lighting, moving parts, and portability without categorizing
them according to content, would not be subject to strict scrutiny by the Court under the First
Amendment to the United States Constitution and therefore, would likely be upheld if
challenged; and '

WHEREAS, the Gilbert Court held turther that an ordinance narrowly tailored to the challenges
of protecting the safety of pedestrians, drivers, and passengers such as warning signs marking
hazards on private property or signs directing traffic might also survive strict scrutiny; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City
of Atlanta to adopt amendments to the Atlanta Sign Ordinance in response to the United States
Supreme Court’s opinion in Gifbert.



NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA,
HEREBY ORDAINS as follows:

Section 1. Chaptcr 28A (Sign Ordinance of the Cily of Atlanta) of the 1982 Zoning
Ordinance of the City of Atlanta is hcreby amended to read as shown on the atlached
"Attachment A", incorporated herein by reference.

Section 2: This ordinance shall become effective upon the date of approval of this ordinance
by the Mayor or by operation of the City Charter.

Section 3: Upon this ordinance becoming etfective, Ordinance 15-0-1298 (imposing interim
controls oo signs), shall stand repealed.

Section 4: All temporary signs instaelled pursuant to Ordinance 15-0-1298 that would not
hereafter be permissible under the provisions contained within Attachment “A” shall be removed
within 30 days of the effective date of this ordinance. As set forth in Ordinance 15-0-1298, no
person that installed a temporary sign pursuant to Ordinance 15-0-1298 shall acquire any vested
rights to continue maintenancc of thc sign more than 30 days alter the effective date of this
ordinance.

Section 5: Should any section or provision of this ordinance, or the application thereof to any
person or circumstance, be declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such
decision shall not affect the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or any section thereof other
than the section or provision, or application thereof, specifically declared to be invalid.



CHAPTER 28A. - SIGN ORDINANCE

Sec. 16-28A.001. - Title.

This chapter shall be known and may be refarred to as the "Sign Ordinance of the City of Aflanta.”
Sec, 16-2BA.002. - Authority.

This chapter is enacted pursuant to the City of AHlanta's exclusive zoning and planning authority
granted by the Constitution of the State of Georgia, including but not limited to article 9, section 2,
paragraph 4, and article 8, section 2, paragraph 3, as well as authority granted by the General Assembly
of the State of Georgia, including but not limited to O.C.G.A. section 36-70-3, the City of Atlanta Charter,
sactions 1-102(b) and 1-102(c){16), (20), {21), {29), (41), and {42), as well as the general police powers
of the City of Atlanta and other authority provided by federal, state and local laws applicable hereto.

Sec. 16-2BA.003. - Findings, purpose and intent.

The Clty of Atlanta finds that the number, size, design characteristics, and locations of signs in the
city directly affect the public health, safety, and welfare. The city finds that signs have become excessive,
and that many signs are distracting and dangerous to motorists and pedestrians, are confusing to the
public and do not relate to the premises on which they are located, and substantially detract from the
beauty and appearance of the city. The city finds that there is a substantial need directly related to the
public health, safety and welfare to comprehensively address these concerns through the adoption of the
following regulations. The purpose and intent of the governing authority of the City of Aflanta in enacting
this chapter are as follows:

(1) To protect the health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of the City of Atianta, and fo
implement the policies and objectives of the comprehensive development plan of the City of
Atianta through the enactment of a comprehensive set of requlations governing signs in the City
of Atlanta.

{2) To regulate the eraction and placement of signs within the City of Atlanta in order to provide
safe operating conditions for pedestrian and vehicular traffic without unnecessary and unsafe
distractions to drivers or pedestrians.

(3) To preserve the velue of property on which signs are located and from which signs may be
viewed.

(4} To maintain an aesthetically attractive cily In which signs are compatible with the use patterns of
established zoning districts.

(8) To maintain for the city's residents, workers and visitors a safe and aesthetically attractive
environment and to advance the aesthetic interests of the city.

{6) To maintain and maximize tree coverage within the city.

(7) To establish comprehensive sign regulations which effectively balance legitimate business and
development needs with a safe and aesthetically attractive environment for residents, workers,

and visitors to the city.

{8) To provide fair and reasonable oppoitunities for the jdentification of businesses which are
located within the City of Atlanta, and to provida for the identification of the availabilify of
products, goods or services which are available upen site so as to promots the economic vitality
of businesses which are located within the City of Atlanta.

(9) To ensurs the protection of free speech rights under the State and United States Constitutions
within the City of Atlanta and In no event place restrictions that apply to any given sign
dependent entirely on the communicative contant of the sign.



(10) To establish a permit system to allow specific types of signs in zoning districts consistent with
the uses, intent and aesthetic characteristics of those districts.

{11) To aliow certain signs that are small, safe, unablrusive and incidental to the principal use of the

respective lots on which they are located, subject to the substantive requirements of this
chapter but without a requirement for parmits.

(12) To provide for temporary signs in limited circumstances, without regard to the communicalive
cantent of the sign.

(13) To place reascnable controls on nonconforming signs that are by definition contrary to the
public health, safety and welfare while protecting the constitutional rights of the owners of said
nonconforming signs.

(14) To continue fo encourage the display of public art as a vital part of the urban landscape, whils
imposing reasonabie restrictions on such art in arder to protect public safety and to avoid the
abuse of a public art exemption as a means for evading the purpose and effect of these sign
regulations.

{15) To prohibit all signs not expressly authorized by this chapter, to provide for the maintenance of
signs, and to provide for the enforcement of the provisions of this chapter.

(18} To prohibit obscenity.
Sec. 16-28A.004. - Definitions.

The foliowing definitions shall apply to this chapter unless specifically stated otherwise. Any word or
phrase not defined below but otherwise defined in part 16 of the code of ordinances of the City of Atlanta
shall be given the meaning set forth in said part 16. All other words and phrases shall be given their
common ordinary meaning unless the context clearly reguires otherwlse.

Adjacent to an Interstale Highway. Located within 500 feet of the nearest outer edge of the
pavement of any interstate highway, limited access freeway or expressway within the city, regardless of
the existence of intervening streets or lots,

Animated sign: A sign that uses movement or change of light'ng to deplct action or create a special
effect or scene,

Banner. A sign of lightweight fabric or similar material that is mounted to a pole or a building by a
permanent frame at one (1) or more edges. A flag shall not be considered a banner.

Beacan: Any light with one (1) or more beams that: {i) is directed into the atmosphere; or (if) is
directed at one (1) or more points not on the same lot as the light source; or (iil) rotates or movas. A sign
created solely by a light or lights projected onto an immovable and unchanging surface shall not be

included in this definiticn.

Billboard sign: A sign, other than a building sighature sign, over 200 square feet but not greater than
than 672 sguare feet.

Building Marker: A sigh, when cut into a masonry surface or made of bronze or other permanent
material.

Building Official: The director, office of buiidings or such person's designee.

Building Sign: A sign attached to any part of a building, as contrasted to a "freestanding sign."

Building Signature Sign: A wall sign, erected on a building four or more stories in height and actually
occupied by a principal occcupant. Far purposes of this section, no part of a parking deck shall be used in
calculating the height of a building.

Business Establishment An entity that (I} possesses a valid City of Atlanta business license
authorizing that entity to operate on said premises, unless said enfity is exempt from business licensing
requirements; and (i) occupies said premises.



Canopy Sign: A sign that is a part of or attached to an awning, canopy, or other fabric, plastic, or
structural protective cover over a door, entrance, window, or outdoor service area. A marquee is not a

canopy.

Changing Sign: A sign that is capabie of changing the visible display of words, numbers, symbols,
graphics and/or position or farmat of werd messages or other displays when such changes are actuated
by any type of remote contral or automatic mechanism rather than manually. Changing signs shall include
mechanically operated devices which change the message through rotation of any lype of pane! and
signs which are illuminated partially or entirely by a matrix of electric lamps, movable discs, movable
panels, light apertures, the vuse of light emitting diodes, back lighting, or any other light source that is
slectronically changed. Any changing sign that includes both mechanical and electronic elements shall be
regulated as an electronically changed sign. A sign that changes no mare frequently than once every 24
hours shall not be considered a changing sign.

City: The City of Aflanla.

Copy: The portion of a sign containing a message consisting of words, numbers, symbols, logos, or
any other visual image whether such message or part of such message is permanently affixed or capable
of being changed in any manner. Where the term "message” is used in this part, such term refers to the
entire "copy" and all other parts of the sign face.

Director: The director, bureau of buildings or such person's designee.
District: A zoning district.

Flag: A sign consisting of a piece of fabric or similar material attached at one end to a pole or
building and hanging freely suich that it may flutter or move in the wind.

Flashing Sign: A sign, the illumination of which is not kept constant in intensity at all times when in
use, or which exhibits sudden or marked changes in lighting effects.

Freedom Parkway Corridor. The parkway, formerly known as the Presidential Parkway, located
between the convergence of Interstafe Highways I-75 and 1-85 (known as the Downtown Connector) and
either Ponce de Leon Avenue or Moreland Avenue, and inciuding both the pavement of said parkway and
all right-of-way associated with said parkway.

Freestanding Sign: A sign not attached to a building or any structure other than its own support,
supported by one (1) or more columns, uprights or braces in or upon the ground, and that does not

extend over any portion of a building.

lilegal Sign: A sign erected or maintained without a lawful permit or other authorization specified in
this chapter 2BA.

Institutional Sign: A sign in use for nonresidential uses in a residentiai district, where such sign is
located on the same premigses as such use, provided, however, that home occupations and
nonconforming uses shall be excluded and shall be considered residential uses,

Large Screen Video Display (LSVD) Sign: A sign that utilizes full motion video technolegy conslsting
of &8 matrix board behind which computerized lights are projected to form images, as for a television.
LSVD signs shall be separately regulated and authorized in strict accordance with the SPI-1 and other
regulalions specified herein,

Lot: Any parce! of land, the boundaries of which have been established by a legal instrument of
record complying with part 15 and part 16 of the code of ordinances as applicable, that is lawfully
recognized and intended as a unit for the purpose of transfer of ownership, and that has independent
direct access within its boundaries to a public street.

Marquee: Any permanent, rooflike structure attached to and projecting beyond a building or
extending along and projecting beyond the wall of a building, generally designed and constructed to
provide protection from the weather.

Marguee Sign: A sign painted on or attached within 12 inches of the face of a marguae.



Neighbarhood Entrance Sign: A sign erected by a neighborhood officially recognized by the City of
Atlanta that does not exceed 36 square feet in sign area and does not exceed 10 feet in height and
located at one or more entrances based on the recognized neighborhood map.

Nonconforming Sign: A sign that was lawfully erected prior to the adoption of this chapler and does
not conform to the requirements of this chapter or other provisions of part 16. A proposed sign that was
lawfully permitted but not erected prior to the adoptian of this chapter shali be considered "eracted” within
the meaning of this definition provided said permit has not expired prior to the adoption of this chapter
and further provided that said permit shall not be extended or renewed.

Obscenity: Nudity or sexual conduct as defined by O.C.G.A. § 32-6-52 or as thereafter amended.
Parapet Wall: That Integral part of a wall that extends above the top of a bullding.

Parapet Wall Sign: A sign attached parallel to but within 12 inches of a parapet wall, painted on a
parapet wall, or erected and confined within a parapet wall, which Is supported by said parapet wall and
which displays only one (1) sign face,

Pennant: Any lighiweight plastic, fabric, or other material, whether or not containing a message of
any kind, suspended from a rope, wire, or string, usually in a series, designed to mova in the wind.

Person: Any association, company corporation, firm, individual, organlzation, or partnership, singular
or plural, of any kind.

Portable sign: A sign designed to be transported, including, but not limited to; signs designed to be
transported by means of wheels; signs made as A-frames or T-frames; balloons used as signs; beacons;
and signs attached lo or painted on vehicles parked and visible from the public right-of-way, unless said
vehicle is used in the normal day-to-day operations of the business. This definition shall not be construed
to include signs contained on umbrellas, carry bags, or similar objects ordinarily carried or held by
pedestrians.

Principal Occupant: A building owner or tenant who ocoupies a mintmumm of 25 percent of the floor
space, or 100.000 square feet of the floor space, of a spacific bullding that ls available for occupancy. Any
lease for the required amount of floor space is to be for a parlod of not less than five years.

Projecting Sign: A sign attached to a building wall and extending laterally more than 12 inches from
the 1ace of such wall,
Public Entertainment District (PED): An area of land delineated and designated by resolution of the

city council consisting of a combination of buildings, structures and open space that is primarily designed
and utilized for public entertainment purposes and that meets each of the following criteria:

(1) Is designed to accommodate and can lawfully accommodate ouiside public gatherings of at
ieast 4,000 persons in an open, paved area of no less than 40,000 square feet;

{2) Is not principally designed or used for passive recreational purposes such as parks and nature
preserves;

(3) Is located within the SPI-1 {Central Core) Zoning District; and
(4) Is supported in whole or in part by substantial local governmental investments or financial
Interests.

Public Park: A park owned, leased, or maintained by a local, state, or federal government or agency
thereof.

Regional shopping center: One or more attached buildings containing primarily retail establishments
which exceed 800,000 square feet of gross leasable floor area.

Residential District: All zoning districts contained in this part in which the principal use is restricted to
single-family housing, two-family housing or multiple-family housing, including R-1 through R-G, MR and
PD-H districts.



Raaf Sign: A sign, any part of which is placed above, supported on, or extends above the top of a
building, excluding parapet wall signs.

Rotating Sign: A sign designed to revolve, rotate, or otherwise turn, in whole or in part, by means of
electrical power.

Setback: The distance from the property line to the nearest part of the applicable building, structure,
or sign, meastred perpendicularly to the property line,

Shopping canter: Three (3) or more primary retail establishments planned, developed and managed
as 2 unit and providing parking facilities in comman on the site.

Sign: Any device, fixture, placard, display, or structure visible to the general public that uses or is
designed to use any color, form, graphic, dlumnation, symbol, writing, or visual presentation of any kind
to advertise, announce, draw attention to, or identify a product, place, activity, person, institution,
business, or other entity, or to communicate a message or information of any kind to the public, "Sign"
shall include both "sign face" and "sign structure.”

Sign Face; The portion of a sign on which the copy, message, or other visual image to be
communicated is placed or is infended or designed to be placed,

Sign Structure: The portion of a sign consisting of the fotal structura! bracing system supporting said
sign Including the foundation.

Subdivision Entrance Sign: A sign installed at the entrance of a subdivision approved pursuant to the
Land Subdivision Ordinance of the City of Atlanta.

Suspended Sign: A sign that is suspended from the underside of a horizontal plane surface and is
supported by such surface.

Temporary Sign: A sign mounted on a stake or metal frame that is used for a limited time period, not
to exceed 180 consecutive days, and without regard to messags. Examples of use of temporary signs
include, but are not limited to, campaigns, real estate, and construction in prograess.

Total Area of the Wall: The total exterior wall surface area measured in square feet above grade
including all opaque portions, glass portions, and door areas.

Wall Sign: A sign attached parallel to but within 12 inches of a wall or roof, painted on a wall, or roof
surface, or erected and confined within an outside wall or roof of any building or structure, which Is
supported by such wall, roof, or building and which displays only one (1) sign face, provided that no part
shall be placed above, supported on, or extend above the top of a building.

Sec. 16-28A.005. - Scope of regulations.

It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct, enlarge, move, alter or convert any sign or
cause the same to be done within the City of Allanta except in accordance with the provisions of this
chapter 28A.

Sec. 16-28A.006. - Computations.

(a) Area of Sign Face and Distance Between Signs: All regulations Involving the area of signs specified
in this chapter 28A shall be interpreted to mean measurements of the sigh face unless the context,
text or usage clearly requires otherwise. All regulations involving distances from or between signs
specified in this chapter 28A shall be interpreted to refer to any part of a sign, including both the sign
structure and the sign face.

(b) Computation of Sign Area of Individual Signs: The area of a sign shall be tha total area within the
smallest square, circle, rectangle, triangle or combination thereof that will encompass the extrame
limits of the writing, representation, emblem, or other display, together with the total area of any
material or color forming an integral part of the background of the display or used to differentiate the
sign from the backdrop or structure against which it is placed, but not including any supporting
framework, bracing or decorative fence or wall when such fence or wali otherwise meets the
regulaticns of part 16 of the code of ardinances and is clearly incidental to the display itself.



(c)

(d)

Sac.

Computation of Area of Multifaced Signs: Where the sign faces of a double-faced sign are parallei or
the interior angle formed by the faces is 60 degrees or less, only one (1) display face shall be
measured in computing sign area. If the two (2} faces of a double-face sign are of unequal area, the
area of the sign shall be the area of the larger sign face. In all other cases, the areas of all sign faces
of a multifaced sign shall be added together to compute the area of the sign.

Computation of Height of Sign: The height af a sign shall be computed as the distance from the base
of the sign at normal grade to the top of the highest attached component of the sign. Narmal grade
shall be construed to be the lower of (1) existing grade prior to construction, or (2) the newly
established grade after canstruction, exclusive of any filling, berming, mounding, or excavating solely
for the purpose of locating the sign. In cases in which the normal grade cannot reasonably be
determined, sign height shall be computed on the assumption thai the elevation of the normal grade
at the base of the sign is equal to the elevation of the nearest point of the crown of a public street or
the grade of the land at the principa! entrance to the principal structure on the lot, whichever is lower.

16-2BA.007. - General regulations.

The following general regulations shall apply to all signs located in lhe clty:

{a) Portable Signs: Portable signs, subject to 16-28A.013(e), shall be permitted in districts C-1
through C-5, -1, -2, SPI-1, and SPI-9 and only for a period of time not exceeding 30
consecutive days within a 365 day period. At no other time and in no other place shall such
signs be permitted, except as may be specifically authorized within public rights-of-way under
section 16-28A.012.

(b) Billboard signs: Billhoard signs are permitted only in the I-1 and |-2 industrial districts and are
subject to all of the following requirements:

(1) No billboard sign shall be located within 300 feet of any residential district boundary line as
measured in a straight line from said boundary Ine to the nearest edge of the sign.

{2) No billboard sign shali be located within 600 feet of another billboard sign as measured in a
straight line from the nearest edge of the signs,

{3) No billboard sign adjacent to an Interstate highway shall be located within 1,000 feet of
another billboard sign adjacent to an interstate highway and on the same side of said
interstate highway, as measured In a straight line from the nearest edges of the signs.

(4) No billboard sign shall be located within 300 feet of the boundaries of any property which
{l) is now on or may be subsequently named to the National Register of Historic Places or
(i) is now or may be subsequently designated as a landmark district, historic district,
conservation district, fandmark building or site, or historic building or site under chapter 20
of part 16, as measured in a straight line fram said boundaries to the nearest sdge of the
sign.

(5) No billboard sign shall be located within 300 feet of any govermmental building owned by a
local, state, or national government, or a public authority thereof, as measured in a straight
line from said building to the nearest edge of the sign.

(8) No billboard sign shali be lacated within 300 feet of any portion of a Metropolitan Atlanta
Rapid Translt Authority station strucfure as measured in a straight line from said station to
the nearest sdge of the sign.

{7) No billboard sign shall be located within 1,000 feet of the Freedom Parkway as measured
In & stralght line from said parkway to the nearest edges of the sign.

(8) No billboard sign shall be located In a manner such that any part of said sign is visible from
the Freedom Parkway.

(8} No billboard sign shall be located within 500 feet of the boundaries of a public park as
measured in a straight iine from said boundaries to the nearest edge of the slgn.

(10) No billboard sign shall be stacked on top of ancther billboard sign.



{11) All distance requirements specified in this subsection 16-2BA_007(b} shall apply regardless of

{e)
(d)

(e)

]
(9)

(h)

0

the existence of intervening streets or lots.
[Reserved.]

Institutional Signs: On institutional property, one sigh not exceeding 35 square feet in sign area
is permitted in R-1 through RG and MR residential districts only where such use shail have
been approved by special permit or where such use is a legal nonconforming use in such
residential district.

Liability Insurance for Projecting and Suspended Signs: All permits for projecting or suspended
signs that are suspended or project above a public street or public sidewalk or other public
vehicular or pedestrian thoroughfare shall be conditioned upon the obtaining and continuous
maintenance of liability insurance by the owner for such sign in an amount not less than
$1,000,000.00 per occurrence per sign. Said insurance policy shall not contain a deductible in
excess of $1,000.00. The owner shall provide to the director a certificate of insurance that
names the City of Atlanta as an additional named insured and that requires notice to the City of
Abanta at least 30 days prior to cancellation or termination. The owner of such sign shall
provide proof of these insurance requirements in a form acceptable to the director prior to
issuance of a permit. The owner of such sign shali maintain said liability insurance for the life of
the sign, and any sign not so insured by the owner shall automatically be deemed illegal as of
the date of said insurance lapse and be immediately removed by the owner. In addition, the
director, prior to issuance of a permit for such sign, shall require that the owner of such sign
execute a statement appearing on the face of the permit or affixed thereto, agreeing to
indemnify Lhe city and holding the city harmless from any and all claims of any kind relating to
sald sign, which indemnification shall not be limited fo the terms of liability insurance required
herein.

[ Reserved.]

Messages: Any sign allowed herein may contain any lawful message so long as said sign
complles with the size, height, area and other requiremants of this chapter and of part 16 of the

coda of ordinances.

Signs Not to Constitute Traffic Hazard: No animated flashing or changing sign shall be located
adjacent to an interstate highway or be visible from any portion of said highway unless the sign
is otherwise permitted by state law and complies with the following:

{) Any sign which is directly or indirectly illuminated, including electronically changed signs,
shall be reviewed by the director of the bureau of traffic and transportation prior to the
issuance of a parmit for compliance with this subsection (h).

(i) No sign shall be erected, and there shall be no lighting of signs or premises in such a
manner and location so as to obstruct the view of, or be confused with any authorized
traffic signal, notice or control device, or with lights on any emergency vehicle, or so to
create hazards or distractions to drivers because of direct or reflected natural or artificial
light, flashing, intermittent or flickering lighting or real or apparent movement.

(i} No flashing or animated sign shall extend over a public right-of-way.

(iv) If any sign is found to conslitute a traffic hazard, the owner of the sign may be required to
reduce the intensity of the condition or effect which caused the hazard to a level
acceptable fo the bureau of traffic and transportation. The director may through the
issuance of a stop work order cause an immediate cessation of such conditions or effects
where an imminent danger o the traveling public is found.

Sign Lighting: Any sign erected subsequent to the effective date of this amendment shall, if
externally lighted, be lighted from the top and the lighting shall be directed downward onto the
sign. Lighting associated with a sign shall be directed at the sign face. All sources of light
associated with a sign shall be effectively shielded from adjacent residential districts and



()

(k)
0
(m)

{n)

(e}

P

streets. Lighting associated with a sign shall not exceed one and one-tenth (1.1) foot candles in
intensity when measured within any portion of a residential district.

Temporary slgns: Temporary signs are permitted in all zoning districts, subject to the applicable
sign regulations governing temporary signs in such districts. [n the event the sign district
regulations do not set forth limitations on temporary signs, the following shall apply:

(1) InR-1, R-2, R-2A, R-2B, R-3, R-3A, R4, R-4A, R-4B, R-5, PD-H, SPI-5, SPI-6, SPI-8, R-
G, and MR districts, two unlighted temporary signs per lot shall be permitted, each not to
exceed six square feet in sign area.

(2) In R-L.C and O-l districts, two unlighled temporary signs per lot shall be permitted, each
not to exceed twenty-five square feet in sign area.

(3) In remalning districts, two unlighted femporary signs per lot shall be permitted, each not
to exceed fifty square feet in sign area. In R-LC through 1-2 districts, two unlighted signs
of the sign area specified in the applicable district are allowed for each four hundred fest
of street frontage or portion thereof, for each separate street on which the praperty faces.

(4) Where buildings are set back along the front or side streel fo a depth greater than ten
feet, such sign shall not be placed closer than ten feet to the property line; where
buildings have setbacks less than ten feet such sign may he placed on the building wall
or within the zone between the building wall and the street. No such sign shall ba erected
within ten feet of an interior side lot line,

[Resarved.]

[Reserved.]

Maximum Height of Signs: No poriion of any sign shall extend above the top of the building
upon which it Is located. When attached to buildings over 30 feet in height, no portion of a sign
shall be located more than 30 feet in height above ground level, provided that when the ground
lavel is lower than the level of the adjoining street pavement, said sign may be raised so0 as to
be not mors than 20 feet above the level of the pavement.

Protection of Trees: No removal, destruction, topping, pruning or cutting of any trunk, branch,
roots or other vital section of any tree shall be allowed, whether or not such tree may interfere
with the visibility of or otherwise affect a sign, without a permit obtained from the city arhorist. In
deciding whether or not to issue such permit, the city arborist shall cansider the following

factors:

{1) Conformance with the City of Allanla tres ardinance.

(2) Whether the tree(s) involved are historic or specimen frees.

(3) The degree to which the proposed cufting or pruning is likely io damage tha frees.
(4) The impact of the proposed cutting or pruning on Allanta’s urban forest environment.

Location of Freestanding Signs: Freestanding signs shall be located ten or more feet from the
nearest wail of a principal structure and shall not project over the roof of any structure. If a
building existing on the date of adoptian of this chapter is located in such a way that there is no
place on its lot that is more than ten feet from a wall of the building, and Iif a freestanding sign
waould otherwise be permitted on such lot, then the director shall permit a freestanding sign to
be located nearer than ten feet to the building provided that such sign Is kept as far as
practicable from the building, does not result in an unsafa condition, and otherwise complies
with the requirements of this part.

Building Signature Signs: Building slgnature signs where permitted by district regulations are
subject to the following conditions unless otherwise modified by a more specific district
regulation:

(1) Only ane building signature sign shall be aliowed on any side elevation of the building and
further provided that no building shall contain more than one such sign per side elevation.



(2)

(3)

{4)

(5)

(6)
(7)

(8)

(©)

Building signature signs may supersede the more restrictive height Kmit set forth in section
16-28A.007(m) ncluding the 200 square foot area limitation imposed by the applicable
2onhing district.

Building signature signs are allowed only on buildings four or more stories in height
provided no part of such sign shall extend above the top of the building.

The area of a building signature sign shall not exceed five percent of the area of the wall to
which it is affixed, and shail not be Included in computing the tatal area of signage imposed
by each zoning district for other signs.

Building signature signs shall be allowed only for an owner or princlpal occupant as defined
in sectian 16-2BA.004. Changes in ownership or occupancy that result in non-compliance
with this chapter shall require the removal of the subject sign.

[Reserved.]

Building signature signs are subject fo the prohibition against roof signs. Walls eracted on
the roof of a building regardless of whether such wall projects above its top are not parapet
walls and no such wall may be used as a building signature sign or to support a building
signature sign.

An applicant seeking permission to erect a building signature sign shall provide notarized
documentation that it has an ownership interest In the building or that it meets the
conditions required to be considerad a principal occupant and has permission from the
owner to make the application. In determining the level of ownership necessary to qualify
as an owner, the city presumes, based on the documentation required to be produced, that
the applicant has made such arrangements with other claiming ownership interest as may
be necessary to allow the applicant to claim that it may apply for the sign as an owner. As
a part of the documentation, which may be, bit is not required to be on a form supplied by
the city, the applicant shall acknowledge and agree:

(i) That neither the city nor its administrative officials are confirming whether the
appiication is in conflict with the rights of others claiming ownership rights or others
claiming to be principal occupants regardiess of whether such claims are known or
unknown:

(li) That the applicant has made the statements in the application subject to the state law
penalties which apply to false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or entries in a matter
within the Jurisdiction of a department or agency of the government of a city;

(iiy That the city and its administrative officials are relying on the sworn statements in the
application in making its determination that the application meets the criteria set forth
in this chapter,

(iv) That the city and its administrative officials are authorized to audit the leases for a
principal occupant to verify that the level of occupancy and length of the lease term
meels the requirements of this chapter and that the applicant agrees to cooperate
when requested to produce such documents.

The Issuance of a sign permit pursuant to this chapter Is limited to a determination that the
application included the required documentation, that the building on which the sign is to
be erected met the requirements of this chapter and that the sign erected or to be erected
met the requirements of this chapter. Those determinations are, in part, based on the
notarized documentation provided by the applicant concerning the allocation of private
rights subject to contracts and/or leases with other parties and therefore the city's issuance
of such permit:

{i) Shall not be considered to be the decision ot the city or any administrative official that
such permit has the effect to determine, supersede, amend or medify private rights of
ownership in any sign or in any building where such sign may be legally erected in



that the cify and its administrative officials are relying on the sworn representations of
the applicant in issuing the permit; and

(i) Shall not be considered to be the decision of the ¢ity or any administrative official that
such permit has the effect to determine, supersede, amend or modily the private
rights created in or by any lease or contract between any parties in that the city and lis
administrative officials are relying on the sworn representations of the applicant in
issuing the permit; and

(i) Shall not give standing o another party to request that the board of zoning adjustment
determine whether ownership rights in the building or a contractual right or leasehold
right gives such party the right to control the erection of or the content of the sign for
which the permit was issusd. While no building signature sign may be erected without
a parmit, the allocation of the right between private parties as to which party has the
right to apply for and erect a permitted building signature sign on a building where
such sign could otherwise be erected shall at zll times be determined by the
conlractual, leasehold or ownership rights of the qualifying principal occupants and
the owners, such that in the case of this type of dispute, the partles shall be obligated
to settle such dispute between them in a court of competent jurisdiction In that the
board of zoning adjustment is not empowered to make such determinations.

(g) Signs inside of a building: Notwithstanding the provisions of section 16-28A.008(2), certain
signs inside of a building may require a permit to demonstrate that such signs conform with the
district regulations where said signs function in a manner that is substantially equivalent to signs
that would require a permit if placed on the outside of that building. Specific examples of signs
that function in a manner that is substantially equivalent to signs placed on the outside of a
building include the types of signs regulated by this subsection. However, a sign that is not
specifically regulated by this subsection may still be considered to function in a manner that is
substantially equivalent fo a sign placed on the outside of a building. This section shall be
congsidered authority to require that such sign apply for and receive a permit that complies with
this chapter.

1

(@)

(3)

lluminated and changing signs may not exceed 30 percent of the area of any window or
door where such sign is installed and shall be less than 12 squars feet in total size
regardless of the size of the window; provided however that no one sigh shall exceed six
square feet and further provided that where district regulations impose stricter controls on
signs inside of a building or window signs, that the district regulations shall control.
lluminated or changing signs exceeding these limits shall not be considered signs inside of
a building and require a permit

No sign installed In any enclosed space on a roof or riging above the level of a roof in that
enclosed space shall be considered a sign inside of a building; provided however that
where such signs are permitled by the district regulations they shali not be considered to
be in conflict with this section.

Window coverings of any type being used for the purpose of shielding interior construction
activity or a vacant tenant space on the ground level of commercial or muiti-family buildings
shall be considered signs inside of a building and no permit shall be required and shall be
subject to the following limitations:

(i} In R-G districts, signs posted inside of a building shall not excead six square fest in
surface area.

() In R-LC and O-l districts or where the district regulations do not ctherwise specify,
signs posted inside of a building shall not exceed 25 square feet in surface area.

(i} In C-1 through C-5 district signs posted inside of a building shall not exceed 50 square
feet.

(iv) One sign of the size speclfied above is allowed for each 400 feet of sfreet frontage or
portion thereof, for each saparate strest on which the property faces, provided
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v)

however that the posting of an exterior sign shall count against the square footage of
signs allowed inside of a building.

Temporary Signage during Construction: Temporary signage during construction shall be
permitted as follows:

(1) In R-1 through R-5 and PD-H zoning districts. Unifluminated signs are permitted in single-
family two-family and planned devslopment-housing districts provided they are placed no
garlier than the start of construction and removed within 30 days of issuance of a certificate
of occupancy. Such signs shall be limited to one sign per dwelling not to exceed six square
feet per contractor or subcontractor,

{2) All other zoning districts: In all other zoning districts, unilluminated signs are permitted
provided they are placed no earlier than the start of construction and removed whenever a
certificate of occupancy issued. Such signs shall be limited to one sign per job site not fo
exceed 16 square feet per contractor and six square feet per subcontractor.

(3) A temporary construction fence around an active construction site may be decorated with
colors, graphics, symbols, writing, or other visual presentations. A temporary construction
fence is permitted only if it is placed no earlier than the start of construction and removed
whenever a certificale of occupancy is issued.

General Clearance Requirements: No sign otherwise permitted in a particular district shall be
aliowed to project any closer than 18 inches from the inner curbline. All signs shall be so located
and shall provide such vertical clearance as to provide for safe, convenient and unobstructed
passage for pedestrians and vehicles. Above sidewalks or any other public pedestrian ways,
vertical clearance to the lower portion of any canopy or marquee sign, projecting sign or wall
sign, or freestanding sign shall be at least ten feet. Above parking areas and driveways other
than for large trucks, such vartical clearance shall be a minimum of 14 feet. Above service and
other driveways for large trucks, such vertical clearance shall be a minimum of 14 feet. Signs
shall not be erected or maintained which obstruct any fire escape, any means of egress or
ventilation, or prevent frea passage from ane part of a roaof to any other part thereof. nor shall
any sign be attached in any manner to a fire escape.

Flags: In addition to the flags authorized under section 16-28A.008(4), one flag not exceeding
60 square feet in sign area may be flown on each lot within the following districts: R-LG; O-; C-
1 through C-5; I-1; I-2; SPI-1; PD-MU; PD-OC; and PD-BP. Said flag shail not be counted in
computing the number or total area of signs speeified in the district regulations. Flags exceeding
the size limits herein shall be permitted and counted as signs to the extent authorized under the
applicable district regulations.

Neon: Neon lighting shall be ailowed only in the following districts: C-1 through C-5; PD-MU;
PD-OC; I-1; |-2; SPI-1; Subareas 1 (Mill) and 5 (Transitional Commaercial/industrial) of LD-20A
(Cabbagstown), Subareas 4 (Auburn Commerclal Corridor) and § {Edgewood Commercial
Cormidor) of LD-20C (Martin Luther King, Jr. Landmark District); LD-20H (Hotel Row Landmark
District); Subareas 2 (Transitional Commercial) and 3 (Transitional Industrial) of HD-201 (Adair
Park); LD-20N (Castleberry Hill Landmark District).

Additional Standards for S8igns in Landmark and Historic Areas: In determining the
appropriateness or location of new signs proposed to be placed within the boundaries of any
landmark building and site, historic building and site or any property within a landmark district or
historlc district, the urban design commission shall apply the following criteria in addition to the
applicable criteria lor certificates of appropriateness specified in chapter 20 of this part 16:

{1} The size, scale and design of the sign shalf be compatible with the size, scale and design
of the property, building or site upon which it is to be located.

(2} The sign's materials shall be compatible with the period and style of the property, buliding
or site.
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(3) The sign's location shall not obscure any significant architectural features of the building or
site.

(4) The sign's installation shall not ireparably damage any cornice, ormnament or similar
architectural detail and shall be the least damaging method feasible for the property,
building or site.

{5) The content of the message to be conveyed shali not be considerad,

(8) Whanaver in these regulations a cerlificate of appropriateness is required for a sign, the
certificate shall be granted or denied within 30 days from the filing of the initial application.
If the certificate Is not granted or denied within that time periad, the applicant may proceed
as if the certificate had been granted. Provided, howevaer, if the commission subsequently
takes action on the certificate, the direclor is authorized to take the appropriate action
necessary to cause the sign to come into compliance with that decision.

(7) Any appeal from any decision made on the issuance or denial of a cerlificate shall be
granted or denied within 60 days of the initial fiing of the appeal. If the appeal is not
granted or denied within this time period, the applicant may proceed as if the appeal was
declded in his favor. Provided, however, if action is subsequently taken on the appeal, the
director is autharized to take the appropriate action necessary fo cause the sign to come
into compliance with that decision.

Approved Historic Marker. An approved historlc marker Is a sign created through a program
directly administered by a non-profit organization chartered for the purpose of research and
education in Georgia history. All approved historic markers shall be freestanding, two-sided,
cast aluminum markers of the same size, shape and height {including the supportt pole), as that
marker previously used by the Parks, Recreation and Historic Sites Division of the Georgia
Depariment of Natural Resources in the State of Georgla historical marker program. An
approved historic marker shall have a total plate size of 38" x 42" and a black background with
text in silver. The lettering of the approved historic marker text shall be no more and no less
than one inch in height and the fext shall be the same on each side, Any seal of the sponsaring
historic society shall be painted in the same color as the text and shall not exceed an area of 86
square inches.

Regulations for Changing Signs and Signs Employing Changing Sign Technology.

(1) Each message displayed on any changing sign display shall remain statlc for at least ten
seconds following the completion of its transition from the previous message. As used In
this subsection "static" shall mean a display that is fixed in one position with no portion of
the display being in motion or changing in color or light intensity.

(?) When a message I3 changed mechanically, the transition between a complete static
display of the previous message and a complete static display of the next message shall
be accomplished In three seconds or less. The transition pericd shall be measured as that
period between any movement of any part of the display of the previous message and the
time that the display of the next message is fully static.

{3) When a message is changed electronically, the transition between a complete static
display of the previous message and a complete static display of the next message shali
be accomplished in two seconds or less. The transition period shall be measured as that
period between the time that the previous message is static and fully illuminated and the
next message is static and fully illuminated.,

(4) No changing sign may include animated, ftashing, full-motion video or other intermiltent
elements. The transition period between two fully illuminated static messages displays in
an electronically changed sign shall not be considered an intermittent element so long as
the purpose of the changing light intensity is to fade or dissolve into the next message.
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(9)

No changing sign may have any type of changing effect on the border of the sign that is not
fully integrated with a static message display and which does not transition to the next
static message display in the seme manner as the rest of the display.

No display or other effect from any electronically changed sign shall cause a glare or other
condition that impairs the vision of the driver of any moter vehicle or which otherwise
interferes with the safe operation of a motor vehicle. Such display or effect shall be
considered an acute traffic hazard and shall be subject lo the regulations contained in this

chapter.

An electronically changed sign which uses the scrolling of letters, numbers or symbols onto
the sign face to form words or messages shall be allowed to appear on the sign face from
only one direction for each static display. Messages transitions achieved by means of the
scrolling of the letters, numbers or symbols shall be completed within two seconds and
shall remain static for at least ten seconds following the completion of the transition from
the previous message.

All signs shall appropriately adjust display brightness as ambient light levels change sa that
the brightness of the display does not cause a glare or other condition that impairs the
vision of the driver of any motor vehicle or which otherwise interferes with the safe
operation of a motor vehicle, The failure of an electronically changed sign to appropriately
adjust display brightness as ambient light fevels change shall be considered an acute
traffic hazard and shall be subject to the regulations containad in this chapter.

No malfunction of a changing sign shall cause a glare or other condition that impairs the
vision of the driver of any motor vehicle or which otherwise interferes with the safe
operation of a motor vehicle. Any such condition resulting from a malfunction shall bhe
considered an acute fraffic hazard and shall be subject to the regulations contained in this

chapter.

(10) No biliboard slgn employing changing sign technology which is permitted by state law to be

located on or adjacent ta the interstate highway system ar a billboard sign with a changing
message sign face that is visible from an interstate highway shall be located within 5,000
feet of ancther billboard sign employing changing sign technology that is permitted
adjacent to an interstate highway and on the same side of said interstate highway or any
other billboard sign with a changing message sign face that is visible to traffic traveling in
the same direction on said interstate highway. The distances shall be measured in a
straight line from the nearest edges of the signs. billboard sign

(11} No billboard sign emplaying changing sign technology which is adjacent to an arterial or

connector streef or with a massage face that Is visible from an arterial or connector street
shall be located within 2,500 feet of anothar billboard slgn employing changing sign
technology that is on the same side of arterial or connactor street ar with a sign face that is
visible to traffic traveling In the same direction on sald arterial or connector street, as
measured In a straight line from the nearest edges of the signs.

{12) A sign which is not permitted to be a changing sign and employing any changing sign

technology shall contain only static messages and shall not be allowed to change more
than once every 24 hours.

{13) [Reserved.}
(14) Any building which is allowed to have a building signature sign employing any changing

sign technology may not change the sign more frequently than once every 24 haurs,

(16) Shopping center signs may employ changing sign technology in those districts where

changing signs are allowed. The portion of the sign face which is capable of employing
changing sign technology shall be limited to 50 percent or less of the total area of the sign

face.



(16} Permit applications for electronically changed signs must also include a certification from
the owner or operator of the sign stating that the sign shall at all times be operated in
accordance with this part and that the awner or oparator shall provide proof of such
conformance upon request of the directer.

{(17) Any billboard sign which applies to employ changing sign technology shall be required to
include as a part of its application, a statement which shall indicate whether the applicant is
willing to allow law enforcement agencies to ufilize its display capabilities to disseminate
emergency messages.

{18) Any changing sign currently in existence shall comply with the regulations of this part. If a
changing sign currently in existence cannot meet these requirements due to the limitations

of the technology being employed, the owner of the sign shall be allowed to continue the
existing use upon a showing, satisfactory to the director, that the requirements of this part

cannol be met.

(18) Large Screen Video Display signs which are permitted in SPI-1 shall be regulated by the
specific provistons applicable to that type of sign.

(20) Due to the limitation on distances between certain electronic changing signs, an approved
application to employ changing sign technology must be acted upon within the fime frames
stated on the sign permit. After expiration of the permit, a new application for the location
shall ba required and the expired permit shall be not be considered to bar location of other
changing signs due to distance requirements under this part. The director may issue one
extension of 60 days for good cause as shown in writing by the permit holder.

Sec. 16-28A.008. - Signs not requiring a permit.

The following signs shall not be required to obtain a sign permit. Notwithstanding, they are subject to
all applicable requirements in this part and in City Code:

(1} Temporary Signs.

{2} Any sign inside a building provided that such signs otherwise comply with the requirements of
this chapter.

(3) Lights and decorations.
(4) Flags.

(5)) Signs otherwise allowed within public rights-of-way pursuant to section 18-28A.012, except for
subsection 16-28A.012(a)}5) therein, which signs shall require a permit.

(6) Parking lot identification signs required by sections 16-14.011(5), 16-15.010(5}, 16-18A.012(5),
16-18B.012(5), 16-18C.012(5), and 16-18D.012(5) of this part 16.

(7) Approved historic markers. (See section 16-2BA.007{w)). Signs which do not meet the
requiremenls for approved historic markers provided in section 16-28A.007(w) as to size,
shape, height, plate size, and allowable text or decoration are not "approved historic markers,"
even if erected for the purpose of commemorating historical events or persons, and shali be
required to obtain a permit in accordance with the City of Atlanta Sign Ordinance.

Sec. 16-28A.008. - Prohibited signs.

All signs not expressly permilted under this chapter 28A are prohibited. Such signs include but are
not limited to:

(1) Banners, except as autharized in section 16-28A.012(a)(5) and 16-2BA.007(1).

(2) Beacons, except as authorized in section 16-28A.007(a);

(3) Pennants;



{4) Strings of lights not permanently mounted to a rigid background, except as authorized in section
16-28A.008(3);

(8) Inflatable signs;
(6) Balloons, except as authorized in section 16-28A.007(a);

(7) Rocof signs; and
(8) Rolaling signs.
Sec, 16-28A.010. - District regulations.

The following regulations shall apply to all signs within the districts indicated. No signs other than
those specifically authorized in this section for each district shall be permitted uniess otherwise expressly
authorized in section 16-28A.007 or elsewhere in this chapter 28A. All signs authorized in a particular
district by this section shall, in addition to these district regulations, meet all other regulations in this
chapter 28A, including but not limited to section 28A.007, and also shall comply with all other applicable
provisions of part 16 and of the code of ordinances.

{1} R-1 (Single-Family Residential) Disfrict, R-2 (Single-Family Residential) District, R-2A (Single-
Family Residential) District, R-2B (Single-Family Residential) Districl, R-3 (Single-Family
Residential) District, R-3A (Single-Family Residential) District, R-4 (Single-Famlly Residential)
District, R~4A {Single-Family Residential) District, R-4B (Single-Family Residential) District, and
R-5 (Twa-Family Residential) District. The following signs shall be permitted in the R-1, R-2, R-
2A, R-2B, R-3, R-3A, R4, R-4A, R-4B, and R-5 residential districts:

g.

Number and Area of Signs: For a residential use, two permanent signs per lot shall be
pemmitted. Each sign shall not exceed two square feet in sign area. For institutional uses,
one sign per street frontage shall be permitted not exceeding 35 square feet in sign area.
Subdivisions shafl be permilied one sign per entrance and such sign shall not exceed 35
square fest in sign area.

Sethack: Signs shall be mounted flat to the wall of the building, suspended, or not nearer
than 30 feet to the street property line, except that two temporary signs are permilted in
any required yard,

Height of Signs:

1. No freestanding sign for residential use shall be higher than three fest above ground
level.

2. No freestanding instituticnal or subdivision sign shall be higher than {en feet above
ground level.

Lighting of Signs: No sign shall be Internally illuminated. No lighting shall be pemmitted
which illuminates any area outside of the lot upon which said sign is located.

Animated, Flashing, Changing Signs Prohibited: No animated, fiashing, or changing signs
shall be permitted.

Signs Extending Over Right-of-Way Prohibited: No sign shall extend or project over any
property line onto sidewalk or street right-of-way.

Biliboard Signs Prohibited: Billboard signs shall be prohibited.

{2) R-G (Residential General) District. The following signs shall be permilted in the R-G {General
residential) district;

Number and Area of Signs: For all uses permitied in this district, one (1) sign per street
frontage shall be permitted. Such sign shall not exceed 35 square feet in sign area.
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g.

Setback: Signs shall be mounted flat to the wall of the building or not nearer than 30 feet to
the street property line except for signs mounted in a permitted enfrance wall.

Height of Signs: No freestanding sign shall be higher than 10 feet above ground level.

Lighting of Signs:. No sign shall be internally illuminated. No lighting shall be permitted
which illuminates any area ouiside of the lot upon which said sign is located.

Animated, Flashing, Changing Signs Prohibited: No animated flashing, or changing signs
shall be permitted.

Signs Extending Over Right-of-Way Prohibited: No sign shall extend or project over any
properiy line onto sidewalk or street right-of-way.

Billboard Signs Prohibited: Billboard signs shall be prohibited.

R-LC (Residential-Limited Commercial) District. The following signs shall be permitted in the R-
LC {Residential-imited commercial) district:

Number and Area of Signs: A maximum of one sign is permitted for each separate street

a
frontage of each business establishment. Such sign shall not exceed 16 square feet in sign
area.

b. Setback: Signs shall be mounted flat to the wall of the bullding or not nearer than 20 feet to
the street property line.
Height of Signs: No freestanding sign shall be higher than 24 feet above ground level.
Lighting of Signs: No sign shall be intemally illuminated. No lighting shall be permitted
which illuminates any area outside of the lot upon which said sign is located.

e. Animated, Flashing, Changing Signs Prohibited; No animated, flashing, or changing signs
shall be pemmitted.

f.  Signs Extending Over Right-of-Way Prohibited: No sign shall extend or project over any
property line onto sidewalk or street right-of-way.

g. Billboard Signs Prohibited: Billboard signs shall be prehibited.
(4) O (Office-Institutional) District. The following signs shall be permitted in the O- (Office
institutional) district:
a. Number and Area of Signs: A maximum of one (1) sign is permitted for each separate

(5)

g.
h.
C-1

street frontage of each business establishment. Such sign shall not exceed 30 square feet
in sign area.

Setback: Signs shall be mounted flat to the wall of the building or not nearer than 20 fesl o
the street properly line.

Height of Signs: No freestanding sign shall be higher than 24 feet above ground level.

Lighting of Signs: No sign shall be internally illuminated. No lighting shall be permitted
which illuminates any area outside of the lot upon which said sign is located.

Animated, Flashing, Changing Signs Prohibited: No animated, flashing, or changing signs
shall be permitted.

Signs Extending Over Right-of-Way Prohibited: No sign shall extend or project over any
propenrty line onto sidewalk or street right-of-way.

Billboard Signs Prohibited: Billboard signs shall be prohibited.
Building Signature Signs: Subject to the restrictions set forth in section 16-28A.007(p).
(Community Business) Districl. The following signs shall be permitted in the C-1

{Community business)} district:
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h.

Number and Area of Building Signs: Wall signs, projecting signs, canopy signs, parapet
wall signs, suspended signs, and marquee signs shall be permitted. A maximum of three
(3) building signs shall be permitted for each business establishment. The combined area
of these permitted building signs shall not exceed 10 percent of the lotal area of the wall of
the front of each said business establishment, and in no case shall any individual sign
exceed 200 square feet. Notwithstanding these provisions, every business establishment
shall be entitled to at lsast B0 square feet total combined sign area.

Building Signs on Corner Lots: For comer lots, one (1) additional building sign for the
business establishment occupying the comer space shall be permitted, provided it is
oriented toward the addiional street frontage. The total area of said sign shall not exceed
10 percent of the total area of the wall of said building occupied by such business
establishment and oriented toward the additional street frontage, or 60 square feet,
whichever is less.

Freestanding Signs: In additlon to the building signs permitted in subsectiens a. and b.
above, one (1) freestanding sign shall be permitted for each lot. On interior lots, said
freestanding sign shall not exceed 60 square feet in sign area when located in the required
front yard setback. |f located within the buildable area of the lot, said interior freestanding
sign may be enlarged from said 80 square foot maximum at a rate of one (1) additional
square foot of sethack from the required front yard setback line, measured perpendicularly,
up to a maximum of 100 square feet In total sign area. On comer lots, sald freestanding
sign shail not exceed 90 square feet in sign area when located in the required front yard
setback. If located within the buildable area of the lot, said comer freestanding sign may be
enlarged from said 90 square foot maximum at a rate of one (1) additiona! square foot of
slgn area per additional linear foot of setback from the required front yard setback line,
measured perpendicularly, up to a maximum of 130 square feet in total sign area.

Shopping Center Signs: In liev of the freestanding sign permitted in subsection c. above,
shopping centers shall be permitted one single freestanding business identification sign.
Said sign may be located within the required front yard setback. Said sign shall not exceed
200 square feet in sign area. Where a shopping center has frontage on two or more
streets, one additional sign shall be permiited for each additional strest frontage provided
that such additional street does not face a residential district

Helght of Signs: No freestanding sign shall exceed 36 feet in height above the level of the
surface of the pavement of the nearest lane of the main traveled way or 35 feet from the
ground at the base of the structure to the tallest part of the structure whichever is greater.

Animated, Fiashing or Changing Signs Prohibited: No animated, flashing or changing signs
shall be permitted.

Signs Extending Over Right-of-Way Prohibited: No sign shall extend or project over any
property line onto sidewalk or street right-of-way.

Billboard Signs Prohibited: Billboard gigns shall be prohibited.
Building signature signs: Subect to the restrictions set forth in section 16-28A.007(p).

C-2 (Commercial Service) Disttict The following signs shall be permitted in the C-2
{Commercial service} district:

Number and Area of Building Signs: Wall signs, projecling signs, canopy signs, parapet
wall signs, suspended signs, and marquee signs shall be permitted. A maximum of three
building signs shall be permitted for each business establishment. The combined area of
these permitted buiiding signs shall not exceed ten percent of the total area of the front wall
of each said business establishment, and in no case shall any individual sigh exceed 200
square feet. Notwithstanding these provisions, every business establishment shall be
entitled to at least 60 square feet total combined sign area.
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Building Signs on Corner Lots: For corner lats, one additional building sign for the businass
establishment occupying the corear space shall be permitted, provided it is otiented toward
the additional street frontage. The total area of said sign shall not exceed ten percent of the
area of the wall of said building occupied by such business establishment and oriented
toward the additional street frontage, or 60 square feetl, whichever is less.

Freestanding Signs: In addition o the building signs permitted in subsections a. and b.
above, one freestanding sign shall be permitted for each lot. On interior lots, said
freestanding sign shall not exceed 80 square feet In sign area when located in the required
front yard setback. If located within the buildable area of the lot, said interior freestanding
sigh may be enlarged from said 60 square foot maximum at a rate of one additional square
foot of sign area per additional linear foot of setback from the required front yard setback
line, maasured perpendicularly, up to a maximum of 100 square feet In total sign area. On
corner lots, said freestanding sign shall not exceed 90 square fest in sign area when
located In the required front yard sethack. If located within the buildable area of the lot, said
corner freestanding sign may be enlarged from sald 90 square fool maximum at a rate of
one additional square foot of sign area per additional linear foot of setback from the
required front yard setback line, measured perpendicularly, up to a maximum of 130
square feet in total sign area.

Shopping Center Signs: In lieu of the freestanding sign permitted in subsection ¢. above,
shopping centers shall be permitted one single freestanding business identification sign.
Said sign may be located within the required front yard setback. Said sign shall not exceed
200 square feet in sign area. Where a shopping center has frontage on two or more
streets, one additional sign shall be permitted for each additional street frontage provided
that such additional street does not face a residential district.

Height of Signs: No freestanding sign shall exceed 35 feet in height above the level of the
surface of the pavement of the nearest lane of the main traveled way or 35 feet from the
ground at the base of the sfructure to the tallest part of the structure whichever is greater.

Animated, Flashing or Changing Signs Prohibited: Nc animated, flashing or changing signs
shall be permitted,

Signs Extending Over Right-of-Way Prohibited: No sign shall extend or project over any
praperty line anto sidewalk or street right-of-way.

Billboard signs Prohibited: Billboard signs shall be prohibited.,
Building signature signs: Subject to the restrictions set forth in section 16-28A.007(p).

C-3 {Commercial-Residential) District. The following signs shall be permitted in the C-3
{Commercial-residential) district:

a.

Number and Area of Building Signs: Wall signs, projecting signs, canopy signs, parapet
wall signs, suspended signs, and marquee signs shall be permitted. A maximum of three
building signs shall be permitted for sach business establishment. The combined area of
these permitted building signs shall not exceed ten percent of the total area of the front wall
of each said business establishment, and in no case shall any individual sign exceed 200
square feet. Notwithstanding these provisions, every business establishment shall be
entitied to at least 60 square feet fotal combined sign area.

Building Signs on Corner Lots: For comer lots, one additicnal building sign for the business
establishment occupying the comer space shall be permitted, provided it is oriented toward
the additional street frontage. The total area of said sign shall not exceed ten percent of the
area of the wall of said building occupied by such business establishment and criented
toward the additional street frontage, or 80 square feet, whichever is less.

Freestanding Signs: In addition o the building signs permitted in subssctions a. and b.
above, one freestanding sign shall be permitted for each lot. On interior iots, said
freastanding sign shall not exceed 60 square feet In sigh area when located in the required
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front yard setback. If located within the buildable area of the lot, said interior freestanding
sign may be enfarged from said 60 square feet in sign area when located in the required
front yard setback. If located within the buildable area of the lot, said interior freestanding
sign may be enlargad from sald 60 square foot maximum at a rate of one additional square
foot ot sign are per additional linear foot of setback framn the required front yard setback
line, measurad parpendicularly, up lo a maximum of 100 square feet in total sign area. On
corner lots, said freestanding slgn shall not exceed 90 square feet in sign area when
located in the required front yard sethack. If jocated within the buildable area of the lot, said
comer freestanding sign may be enlarged from sald 90 square foot maximum al a rate of
one additional square foot of sign area per additional linear foot of setback from the
required front yard setback line, measured perpendicularly, up 1o a maximum of 130
square feet in total sign area.

Shopping Center Signs: In lieu of the freestanding sign permited in subsection ¢. above,
shopping centers shall he permitted one single sign. Said sign may be located within the
required frant yard setback. Said sign shall not exceed 200 square feet in sign area. Where
a shopping center has frontage on two or more streets, one additional sign shall be
permitted for each additional street frontage provided fhat such additional street does nol
face a residential district.

Helght of Signs: No freestanding sign shall exceed 35 feet in height above the level of the
surface of the pavement of the nearest lane of the main fraveled way or 36 feet from the
ground at the basa of the structure to the tallest part of the structure whichever is greater.

Animated, Flashing, and Changing Signs: Animated, flashing, and changing signs shall be
permifted provided that no such sign shall be erected within 100 feet of an adjolning
residential district if visible therefrom.

Signs Extending Over Right-of-Way Prohibited: No sign shall extend or praject over any
property lina onto sidewaik or street right-of-way.

Billboard Signs Prohibited: Billboard signs shall be prohibited.
Building Signature signs: Subject to the restrictions set forth in section 16-28A.007(p).

C-4 (Commercial Residential) District: The following signs shall be permitted in the C-4
(commercial residential) district:

a.

Type, Number, and Area of Building Signs: Wall signs, projecting signs, canopy signs,
parapet wall signs, suspended signs, and marguee signs shall be permitted, provided that
any such sign which projects over the public sidewalk ar public street right-of-way shall be’
subject to alf other provisions of this chapter and other applicable requirements of the Code
of Ordinances of the City of Atlanta. A maximum of three building signs shall be permitted
for each business establishment on the ground fioor of a building. Only one of said three
signs may be a suspended or projecting sign. The combined area of these permitted
building signs shall not exceed ten percent of the total area of the front wall of the ground
floor of said business establishment, and in no case shall any individual sign exceed 200
square feet. Notwithstanding these provisions, every husiness establishment shall be
entitled to at least 60 square feet total combined sign area.

Building Signs on Corner Lots: For comer lots, one additional building sign for the business
establishment cccupying the comer space shall be permitled, provided [t is oriented toward
the additional street frontage. The total area of said sign shall not exceed ten percent of the
area of the wall of said building cceupled by such business establishment and oriented
toward the additional street frontage, or 60 square feet, whichever is less.

Freestanding Signs: In addition to the building signs permitted in subsections a. and b.
abave, one freestanding sign shall be permitted for each lot. On Interior lots, said
freestanding sign shall not exceed 80 square feet in sign area when located in {he required
front yard selback. If located within the bulldable area of tha lot, said interior freestanding
sign may be enlarged from said 80 square foot maximum at a rate of one additional square
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foot of sign area per additional linear foot of setback from the required front yard setback
line, measured perpendicularly, up to a maximum of 100 square feet in total sign area. On
comer lots, said freestanding sign shall not exceed 90 square feet in sign area when
located in the required front yard setback. If located within the bulldable area of the lot, said
corner freestanding sign may be enlarged from said 90 square foot maximum at a rate of
one additional square foot of sign area per additional linear foot of setback from the
required yard setback line, measured perpendiculatly, up to a maximum of 130 square feet
in total sign area.

Shopping Center Signs: In lieu of the freestanding sign permitted in subsection c. above,
shopping centers shall be permitted one single freestanding sign. Said sign may be located
within the required front vard setback. Said sign shall not exceed 200 square feet in sign
area. Where a shopping center has frontage of two or more streets, one additional sign
shall be permitted for each additional street frontage provided that such additional street
does not face a residential district.

Height of Signs: No freestanding sign shall exceed 35 feet in height above the level of the
surface of the pavement of the nearest lane of the main traveled way or 35 feet from the
ground at the base of the structure to the taliest part of the structure whichever is greater.

Animated, Flashing, and Changing Signs: Animated, flashing, and changing signs shall be
permitted provided that no such sign shall be erected within 100 feet of an adjoining
residential district if visible therefrom.

Signs Extending Over Right-of-Way: Signs extending or projecting over any property line
onto sidewalk or street right-of-way shall be subject to all other provisions of this chapter,
of Part 16, and of any other applicable requirement of the Code of Ordinances of the City
of Atlanta governing such signs.

Billboard Signs Prohibited: Billboard signs shall be prohibited.
Bullding Signature Signs; Subject to the restrictions set forth in section 16-28A.007(p).

C-5 (Ceniral Support) District. The following signs shall be permitted in the C-5 {(Central
supporl) district:

a.

Type, Number, and Area of Building Signs: Wall signs, projecting signs, canopy signs,
parapet wall signs, suspended signs, and marquee signs shall be permitted, provided that
any such sign which projects over the public sidewalk or public street right-of-way shall be
subject to all other provisions of this chapter and other applicable requirements of the Code
of Qrdinances of the City of Atlanta. A maximum of three building signs shall be permitted
for each business establishment on the ground floor of a building. Only one of said three
signs may be a suspended or projecting sign. The combined area of these permitted
building signs shall not exceed ten percent of the total area of the front wall of the ground
floor of said business establishment, and in no case shall any individual sign exceed 200
square feet Notwithstanding these provisions every business establishment shall be
entitled to at least 60 square feet total combined sign area.

Building Signs on Corner Lots: For corner lots, one additional building sign for the business
establishment occupying the corner space shall be permitted, provided it is oriented toward
the additional street frontage. The total area of said sign shall not exceed ten percent of the
area of the wall of sald building occupied by such business establishment and oriented
toward the additional street frontage, or 60 square feet, whichever is less.

Freestanding Signs: In addition to the bullding slgns permitted in subsections a. and b.
above, one freestanding sign shall be permitied for each lot On Interior lots, said
freestanding sign shall not exceed 60 square feet in sign area when located in the required
front yard setback. If located within the buildable area of the lot, sald interior freestanding
sign may be eniarged from said 60 square foot maximum at a rate of cne additlonal square
foot of sign area per additional linear foot of setback from the required front yard setback
line, measured perpendicularly, up to a maximum of 100 square feet in total sign area. On
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comer lots, said freestanding sign shall not exceed 80 square feet in sign area when
located in the required front yard setback. If located within the buildable area of the Iol, said
comer freestanding sign may be enlarged from said 90 square foot maximum at a rate of
one additional square foot of sign area per additional iinear foot of setback from the
required front yard setback line, measured perpendicularly, up to a maximum of 130
sguare feet in total sign area.

Shopping Center Signs: In lieu of the freestanding sign permitted in subsection c. above,
shopping centers shall be permitted one single freestanding slgn. Said sign may be located
within the required frant yard setback. Sald sign shall not exceed 200 square feet in sign
area. Where a shopping center has frontage on two or more straets, one additlonal sign
shall be permitted for each additional street frontage pravided that such additional street
does not face a residential district,

Helght of Signs: No freestanding sign shall exceed 35 feet in height above the level of the
surface of the pavement of the nearest lane of the main traveled way or 35 feel from the
ground at the base of the structure to the tallest part of the structure whichever is greater.

Animated, Flashing, and Changing Signs: Animated, flashing, and changing signs shall be
permitted provided that no such sign shall be erected within 100 feet of an adjoining
residential district if visible therefrom,

Signs Exlending Over Right-of-Way: Signs extending or projecting over any property line
onlo sldewalk or street right-of-way shall be subject to all other provisions of this chapter,
of Part 18, and of any other applicable requirement of the Code of Ordinances of the City

of Atlanta governing such signs.

Billboard Signs Prohibited: Billboard signs shali be prohibited.

Building Signature Slgns: Subject o the restrictions set forth in section 16-28A.007(p).
Following signs shall be permitted in the |-1 {Light Industrial) District:

Number and Area of Signs: Wall signs, projecting signs, canopy signs, parapet wall signs,
suspended signs, and marguee signs shall be permitted. A maximum of three such signs
shall be permitted for each business establishment. The combined area of these permitted
signs shall not exceed ten percent of the total area of the front wall of each said business
establishment, and in no case shall any individual sign exceed 200 square feet. Where
existing nonconforming bufldings are located immediately adjacent to the street, such
buiidings shall be permitted to have one sign, not exceeding 60 square feet in sign area,
projecting into the public right-of-way. Notwithstanding these provisions, every business
establishment shall be entitled to at least 80 square Feet lotal combined sign area.

Wall Signs on Comner Lots: For corner lots, one additional wall sign for the business
establishment occupying the corner space shall be permitted, provided it is oriented toward
the additional street frontage. The total area of said wall sign shall not exceed ten percent
of the area of the wall of said building occupied by such business establishment and
oriented toward the additional street frontage, or 60 square feet, whichever is less.

Freestanding Signs: In addition o the building signs permitted in subsections a, and b.
above, one freestanding sign shall be permitted for each lot. On Interior lots, said
freestanding sign shall not exceed 60 square feet in sign area when located in the required
front yard sethack. If located within the buildable area of the lot, said interlor freestanding
sign may be eniarged from said 60 square fool maximum at a rate of one additional square
foat of sign area per additional linear foot of setback from the required front yard setback
line, measured perpendicularly, up to a maximum of 100 square feet in total sign area. On
comer lots, said freestanding sign shall not exceed 90 square feet in sign area when
located in the required front yard setback. If located within the buildable area of the lot, said
comer freestanding sign may be enlarged from said 90 square foot maximum at a rate of
one addifional square foot of sign area per additional linear foot of setback from the



required front yard setback line, measured perpendicularly, up to a maximum of 130
square feet in total sign area.

Shopping Centsr Signs: In liew of the freestanding sign permitted in subsection ¢. above,
shopping centers shall be permitted one single freestanding business identification sign,
Said sign may be located within the required front yard setback. Said sign shall not exceed
200 square feet in sign area. Where a shopping center has frontage on two or mare
streets, one additional sign shall be permitted for each additional street frontage provided
that such additional street does not face a residential district,

Height of Signs: No freestanding sign shall exceed 35 feet in height above the level of the
surface of the pavement of the nearest lane of the main traveled way or 35 feet from the
ground at the base of the structure to the tallest part of the structure whichever is greater.

Animated and Flashing Signs: Animated or flashing signs shall be permitted provided that
no such signs shall be erected within 100 feet of an adjoining residential district if visible
therefrom.

Changing Slgns: Changing signs shall be permitted.

Billboard Signs: Billboard signs shall be permitted subject to all other provisions in this
Chapter 28A, specifically including section 16-28A.007(b}, any other applicable portion of
Part 16, and any other provision of the Code of Ordinances governing billboard signs.
Billboard signs shail not exceed 50 feet in height above ground level; provided, however,
when the ground level is lower than the level of the adjoining pavement, then a
freestanding billboard sign may be raised so as te be not more thap 25 feet above the level
of the pavement. Billboard signs shall be located within the buildable area of the ot and
shall not exceed 672 square feet in total sign area. No billboard sign shall be located within
300 feet of a freestanding sign 72 square feet or greater but less than 200 square feet in
total sign area.

{11) The Following signs shall be permitted in the -2 (Heavy Industrial) District:

a.

Number and Area of Signs: Wall signs, projecting signs, canopy signs, parapet wall signs,
suspended signs, and marquee signs shalf be permitted. A maximum of three such signs
shall be permitted for each business establishment. The combined area of these permitted
signs shall not exceed ten percent of the total area of the front wall of each =aid business
establishment, and in no case shall any individual sign exceed 200 square feet. Where
existing nonconforming buildings are located immediately adjacent to the strest, such
buildings shall be permitted to have one sign, not exceeding 60 square feet in sign area,
projecting into the public right-of-way. Notwithstanding these provisions, every business
establishment shall be entitled to at least 60 square feet total combined sign area.

Wall Signs on Corner Lots: For corner lols, one additional wall sign for the business
establishment occupying the corner space shall be permilted, provided It is oriented toward
the additional street frontage. The total area of said wall sign shall not exceed ten percent
of the area of the wall of said building occupled by such business establishment and
oriented toward the additional street frontage, or 60 square feet, whichever is less.

Freestanding Signs: In addition {o the building signs permitted in subsections a. and b.
above, one freestanding sign shall be permitted for each lot. On interior lots, said
fraestanding sign shall not exceed 60 square feet in sign area when located in the required
front yard setback. If located within the bulldable area of the lot, sald interior freestanding
sign may be enlarged from sald 60 square foot maximum at a rate of one addltional square
foot of sign area per additional linear foot of setback from the required front yard setback
line, measured parpendicularly, up to a maximum of 100 square feet in total sign area, On
corner lots, said freestanding sign shall not exceed 90 square fest in sign area when
located in the requirad front yard setback. If located within the buildable area of the lot, said
corner freestanding sign may be enlarged from said 90 square foot maximum at a rate of
one additional square foot of sign area per additional linear foot of setback from the
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required front yard setback line, measured perpendicularly, up to a maximum of 130
square feet.

Shopping Center Signs: In lieu of the freestanding sign permitted in subsection c. above,
shopping centers shall be permitted one single freestanding business identification sign.
Said sign may be localed within the required front yard setback. Said sign shall not exceed
200 square feet in sign area. Where a shopping center has frontage on two or more
stroets, one additional sign shall be permilted for each additional street frontage provided
that such additional street does not face a residential district.

Height of Signs: No freestanding sign shall exceed 35 feet in height above the level of the
surface of the pavement of the nearest lane of the main traveled way or 35 feet from the
ground at the base of the structure to the tallest part of the struciure whichever is greater.

Animated and Flashing Signs: Animated or flashing signs shall be permitted provided that
no such signs shall be erected within 100 feet of an adjolning residential district if visible
therefrom.,

Changing Signs: Changing signs shall be permitted.

Billboard Signs: Billboard signs shail be permitted subject to all other provisions in this
Chapter 28A, specifically including section 16-28A.007(b), any other applicable portion of
Fart 16, and any other provision of the Code of Crdinances governing billboard signs.
Billboard signs shall not exceed 50 feet in height above ground level; provided, however,
when the ground [evel is lower than the level of the adjoining pavement, then a
freestanding billboard sign may be raised so as to be not more than 25 feet above the level
of the pavement. Billboard signs shall be located within the buildable area of the lot and
shall not exceed 672 square feet in total sign area. No billboard sign shall be located within
300 feet of a freestanding sign 72 square feet or greater but less than 872 square feet in
total sign area.

{12) SPI-1 Downtown District:

a.

b.

General Regulations: Signs within SPl-1 Downtown District are subject to the regulations
set forth in this section (12). For purposes of this section (12}, “street” means public stresls
and private streets, as well as associated public right-of-way including public right-of-way
accesslible only to pedestrians.

Building Slgns:

1. Type: Wall signs, projecting signs, canapy signs, parapet wall slgns, suspanded signs,
and marquee signs shall be permitted. Only one of the signs may be either suspended
or projecting along each street frontage per business establishment, provided that
comer business establishments may have two projecting signs limited to one
projecting sign per street frontage. Wrap signs, as defined herein, shall be permitted
within the time, manner and place iimitations contained in (12)(l) herein.

2.  Number:

(a) Sidewalk-Level Business Establishments: A maximum of three signs shall be
allowed for each business establishment on the sidewalk-leve! of a building. For
the purposes of this section (12), "sidewalk level" shall be as defined by Section
16-18A.005(3) except where additional signage is authorized on a monument
sign or multi-tenant sign.

(b} Second-Level Business Establishments. A maximum of three signs shall be
allowed for each second-level business establishment engaged in a permitted
use listed under the commercialfretail and institutional headings of the Use Tabie
in Section 16-18A.006 and having a fagade that faces a strest except where
additional signage is authorized on a monument sign or mulli-tenant sign. For
purposes of this section (12), "second-level!' means the building floor level
immediately above sidewalk-level.



{c} Comer Business Establishments: One additional sign shall be allowed for each
buslness establishment occupying corner space that faces two streets and is
located on the sidewalk-level or second-level, provided such sign is oriented
toward the additional street.

Area: Where a business establishment is permitted to have signs, the following
regulations shall apply:

{a) Sidewalk-Leve] and Second-Level Business Establishments: The combined area
of the signs except for that signage on monument signs or multi-lenant signs if
allowed shali not exceed ten percent of the total area of the walls of the business
establishment that face the street but at least 60 square feet of combined sign
area is allowed for each business establishment.

{b) Comer Business Eslablishments: The area of the additional sign authorized by
subsection (12)b.2(c) shall not exceed ten percent of the tota! area of the walls of
such business establishment that face the additional street, or 60 square feet,
whichever is less and this calculation shall exclude that signage on monument
signs or multi-tenant signs if allowed.

{c) No individual sign shall exceed 200 square feet except for wrap signs as
provided forin (12)1.

Height: The height limitation set forth in Section 16-28A.007(m) may be exceeded as
follows:

(a) Subject to subsection {12)b.4{a) above; no portion of a sign for a sidewalk-level
business establishment shall be located more than 40 feet in height above the
elevation of the nearest sidewalk clear zone.

{b) Subject to subsection (12)b.4.{a) above, no portion of a for a second-level
business establishment shall be located more than 50 feet in height above the
elevation of the nearest sidewalk clear zone provided that:

{1) The sign shall be located directly above the independent entrance to the
second-level use; or

(2) The sign shall be located directly above or adjacent to windows for such
sacond-level use,

{c) Notwithstanding the permission for increased height in SPI- 1, no portion of any
sign shall extend above the top of the building upon which it is located.

(d} Height of a wrap sign shall not extend 200 feet in helght above ground level as
prescribed in Section 16-28A.010(12)1.

Freestanding Signs Prohibited: Freestanding signs shall not be permitted other than
monument signs.

Monument Signs: In addition to lhe signs otherwise authorlzed In this section {12),
monument signs shall be authorized as a type of sign provided they mest each of the
following standards:

1.

For the purposes of this section (12}, "monument sign" means a permanent sign not
attached to a building and constructed directly and continuously upon the ground or a
grade-level support structure with no separation between the sign and the ground or
grade-level support structure. Monument signs shall not be supported by visible
columns, uprights, poles or braces and shall be of continuous solid construction
without holes, gaps or spacing.

One monument sign shall be authorized for each building meeting the following two
requirements:



(a) Building square footage: The building contalns more than 25,000 square feet of
gross floor area excluding parking areas; and

(b) Large building setbacks: 50 percent or more of the sidewalk-level building fagade
that faces the street is located 15 feet or more from the adjacent required
sidewalk clear zone, measured from the nearest point of said clear zone to the
naarast point of the building, due to lawful nonconforming status af the building.

3. When buildings meeting the reguirements of subsection (12)d.2 face two or more
streets, two monument signs shall be authorized provided that each is orlented toward
a diffarent street.

4.  Monument signs shall not exceed ten feet in height measured from the lowast point of
tha alavation of the nearest sidewalk clear zone or suppiemental zone to the highest
point of the monument sign. Monument signs shall not exceed four feet in length and
two feet in width, measured from the cuter edges of the monument sign structure.

5. Monument signs shall be located on private property except when expressly
authorized to encroach into a public right-of-way by an encroachment agresment
approved pursuant to Chapter 138 of the City Code, provided that under no
circumstances shall a monument sign encroach into required sidewalk clear zones or
visibility triangles.

6. Al monument signs shall require approval through a Special Administrative Permit
belore a building permit can be issued.

Multi-Tenant Signs: In addition to the signs otherwise authorized in this section (12),
buildings with three or more tenants shall be permitted one single building sign. Said sign
shall be erected as a wall sign and shall not exceed 100 square feet in sign area. Where a
building with three or more tenants faces two or more streets, two such multi-tenant signs
shall be authorized provided that each is oriented toward a different sireet.

Animated, Flashing, and Changing Signs: Except where prohibited in Subarea 6 Terminus
and Subarea 7 Fairlie-Poplar, animated, flashing, and changing slgns shall be permitted
provided that no such sign shall be erected within 100 fest of an adjoining residentat
district if visible therefram.

Slgns Extending Over Right-of-Way: Signs extending or projecting over any property line
onto sidewalk or street right-of-way shall be subject to all other provisions of this chapter,
of part 16, and of any other applicable requirements of the Code of Ordinances of the City
of Atlanta governing such signs.

Billboard Signs Prohibitad: Billboard signs shall not be permitted.

Large Screen Video Display (LSVD) Signs: In addition to the signs otherwise authorized in
this section (12), LSVD Signs shall be authorized provided they meet each of the following
standards.

1. LSVD signs shall be authorized only within public entertainment districts delineated
and designated by resolution of city council,

2. Dnoly ona LSVD sign shall be authorized in each designated public entertainment
district;

3. No LSVD sign shall exceed 520 square feet in total sign face area,

All LSVD signs shall be constructed and erected as wall signs. Freestanding LSVD
signs are specifically prohibited;

5. No portion of an LSVD sign shali extend 60 feet in height above ground level,
provided further that no part of an LSVD sign shall be placed above, supported on, or
extend above the roof of a building;



10.

11.

No LSVD sign face shall be visible from the interior of any property used for
residential purposes,;

All LSVD sign faces shall be directed toward public pedestrian gathering areas;

No LSVD sign shall operate between the hours of 12:00 midnight and 7:.00 a.m.
unless a special events permit has been Issued by the special events office for a
special event during these hours hald within the PED in which the LSVD sign is
located;

No visible portion of an LSVD sign face shall be located within 100 fest of any street
having a posted speed limit greater than 30 miles per hour,

All LSVD signs must otherwise comply with all other provisions of this chapter as well
as all other faws and regulations of the State of Georgla and the City of Atlanta; and

No LSVD sign shall be located in Subarea 6 Terminus or Subarea 7 Fairlie-Poplar.

Building Signature Signs:

1.

Museum Signature Signs:

(a) Notwithstanding the restriction set forth in subsections 16-28A.007(p)(1} and 16-
28A.007{p)(3) museum signature signs are allowed on museums with a gross
floor area greater than 75,000 square feet and such museums may combine the
five percent allocation allowed for such signs on wall of the museum building. No
other museum signature signs shall be allowed on other walls of the mussum
building where the aption to combine the five percent per wall allocation is
utilized to increase the size of the museum signature sign on any other wall of
the museum building.

(b) For the purposes of this district, a museum signature sign means a building
signature sign on a museum. For the purposes of this definition, a museum is a
facility meeting the following criteria;

{1) Is used for educational or preservation purposes,
(2) Owns utilizes tangible inanimate objects of historical or cultural significance;

(3) s organized for the care of those objects and exhibits them o the public on
a reguiar schedule;

(4) Interprets the cultural heritage or history of the city, the state or the nation,
natural history, or the histary of science, fechnolegy or business;

(5) Devotes less than 15 percent of the floor area of lhe primary building for
retail, restaurant or other commercial purposes, excluding any parking
facilities. For the purposes of this definition, the “floor area" of a museum
shall be measured in the same manner as the floor area of business,
commercial and industrial butldings.

(¢) Enclosed displays constructed as a part of the design of museums that may be
visible from the public right-of-way are permitted as a part of the educational or
preservation purposes of the museum in that such displays are intended to
represent significant contributions to the cullural heritage or history of tha city, the
state or the nation, natural history, or the history of science, technology or
business.

Principal Occupant Occupancy Limits: Notwithstanding the restriction on occupancy
limits in the definition of Principal Occupant in section 16-28A.004, a building tenant
who occupies a minimum of 20 percent or 100,000 square feet of the floor space of a
specific building that is availabie for occupancy shall be authorized to erect a building
signature sign, provided all other restrictions set forth in Chapter 28A related to
building signature signs are followed.



Subarea 6 Terminus and Subarea 7 Fairlie-Poplar. The sign regulations for Subarea 6
Terminus and Subarea 7 Fairlle-Poplar shall be subject to the following additional

limitations:

1.

2.
3.
4.

Multi-Tenant Signs: Multi-tenant signs authorized by subsection (12)e shall be limited
to 30 square feet in sign area.

Changing Signs: No changing signs shall be permitted, with the exceptian of theaters.
Canopy Signs: No intemally illuminated canopy signs shall be permitted.
LSVD Signs: No LSVD signs shall be permitted.

Wrap Signs: In addition to the signs otherwise authorized in this section {12), wrap signs
shail be authorized only in sub-areas 1 and 5 and provided they meet each of the following
standards:

1.

Wrap signs shall be erected only within a public entertainment district delineated and
designated by city ordinance; for purposes of this subsection (12)1, the definition of
public entertainment district in Seclion 16-28A.004 shall not apply. Sueh public
entertainment district shall be a temporary designation that shall not exceed 30
consecutive days, and must be created only in association with an entertainment
event that meets the following criteria:

i.  Occurs within SPI-1;
ii.  Ccours in a facility that seats at least 15,000;
ill. Has a duration of no greater than seven consecutive days; and

iv. Is likely to have an economic impact on the city during the period of the event of
not less than $25,000,000,00.

Only one wrap sign shall be authorized on each building fagade. No wrap sign shall
exceed 10,000 square feet in sign face area;

No building shall cantain more than four wrap signs, nor contain more than 40,000
square feet in total sign face area;

All wrap signs shall be constructed and erected as wall signs on a building or
structurs, including a pedestrian bridge. Each sign face shall be made of perforated
one-way window tint/film that is fastened directly onto the exterior of the building
fagade through an achesive and without use of any suspended cables or other
fastening equipment. Freestanding wrap signs are specifically prohibited;

No portion of a wrap sign shall extend 200 feet in height above ground level; provided
further that no part of a wrap sign shall be placed above, supported on, or extend
above the roof of a building;

The display of wrap signs may commence no earlier than three days before the
beginning of the entertainment event and ending no more than two days after the
complation of the entertainment event, and

Any building to which a wrap sign is affixed shall be on a parcel that has street
frontage along either Marietta Street or Peachtree Street. Any pedestrian bridge to
which a wrap sign is affixed shall cross over Andrew Young International Boulevard.

Portable Telecommunication Equipment Facility: Within a public entertainment district as
delineated and designated pursuant to subsection (12)1. above and where a portable
telecommunication facility, often referred to as cell-on-wheels (COW), is permitted by
special administrative permit in said district, a sign may be affixed to the COW provided it
meets each of the following standards:



Only one COW sign shall be authorized per portable telecommunications equipment
facility;

No COW sign shall exceed six square feet in total sign face area;

No pertion of a COW sign shall extend seven feet in height above ground level; and

The COW sign may be located only on the vehicular portion of the portable
telecommunication facility. No portion of a COW sign shall be affixed to or Jocated on
the antenna tower or radio transceiver.

{13) SPI-12 Buckhead/Lenox Stations District: It Is the intention of these regulations o address the
specific and unusual development patterns, building forms, and mix of uses which currently
exist in this SPI district so as to regulate the size and location of signs, so that only businesses
which are clearly intended by building form and placement to be a component part of a unified
development or a development utilizing shared access.,

General regulations: Signs within the SPI-12 Buckhead/Lenox Stations District are subject
to the regulations setl forth in this section (13). For purposes of this section (13), "street’
means public right-of-way, private streets that function as public streets and pedestrian
ways as defined by section 1618L.005. Other references in this section (13) to terms
defined in section 16-18L.005 shall apply said definitions.

Subarea 1 and 2: The sign regulations for Subareas 1 and 2 shall be as indicated below in
subsections d. through i.

Subarea 3: The slgn regulations for Subarea 3 shall be the same as the sign regulations
for residential districts set forth in section 16-28A.010(1).

Building Signs:

a.

1.

Type: Wall signs, projecling signs, canopy signs, parapet wall signs, suspended signs
and marquee signs shall be permitted. Only one of the signs may be sither suspended
or projecting along each street frontage per business establishment, provided that
corner business establishments may have two projecting signs limited fo one
projecting sign per street frontage.

Number:

{a) Sidewalk-level business establishments: A maximum of three building signs shall
be allowed for each business establishment on the sidewalk-level of a building
having frontage along a street.

(b) Second-level and third-level business establishmenis: A maximum of two
building signs shall be allowed for each second-level and third-level business
establishment having a fagade that faces a sireet. For purposes of this section
{13), "second-level and third-level" means those building floor levels immediately
above sidewaik-level.

(c) Comer business establishments: One additional building sign shall be allowed for
each business establishmen! occupying a corner space that faces two streets
and is located on the sidewalk-leval, second-level or third-level, provided such
sign is oriented toward the additional street.

Area; Where a business establishment is permifted to have building signs, the
following regulations shall apply:

(a) Sidewalk-lavel, second-level and third-level business establishments: The
combined area of the signs shall not exceed ten percent of the total area of the
walls of the business establishment that face the street but at least 60 square
feet of combined sign area is allowed for each business aestablishment.

(b) Corner business establishments; The area of the additional sign authorized by
subsection (13)d.2.(c) shall not exceed ten percent of the total area of the walls



of such business establishment that face the additiona! street, or 60 square feet,
whichever is less.

(c) No individual sign shall exceed 200 square feet.

Height: The height limitation set forth in seclion 16-28A.007({m) may be exceeded for
authorized building signs as follows:

(a3} No portion of a sign for a sidewalk-level business establishment shall be located
more than 35 feet in height above the elevation of the nearest sidewalk walk
zone or pedestrian path,

(b} No portion of a sign for a second-level ar third-level business establishment shall
be located more than 60 feet in height above the elevation of the nearest
sidewalk walk zone or pedestrian path provided that:

(1) The sign shall be located directly above the independent entrance to the
second-level or third-level use; or

(2) The sign shall be located directly above or adjacent to windows for such
second-level ar third-level use.

{c) No portion of any sign shall extend above the top of a building upon which it is
located.

Mulfi-tenant Signs: In addition to the signs otherwise authorized, buildings with three
or more tenants shall be permitted one single building sign. Said sign shall be erected
as a wall sign and shall not exceed 100 square feet in sign area. Where a building
with three or more tenants faces two or more streats, two such multi-tenant signs shall
be authorized provided that each is oriented toward a different street.

Monument Signs: For the purposes of this section (13), "monument sign" means a
permanent sign not attached to a building and constructed directly and continuously upon
the ground or grade-leve! support structure with no separation between the sign and the
ground or grade-evel support structure. Such signs shali not be supported by visible
columns, uprights, poles or braces and shall be of continuous solid construction without
holes, gaps or spacing and shall be authorized as a type of sign, subject to all restrictions
and regulations generally applicable to ail building signs provided they meet each of the
following standards:

1.

Number: One monument sign shall be authorized for each building that contains more
than 25,000 square feet of gross floor area excluding parking areas except that no
monument sign shall be authorized for any building that utilizes a regional shopping
center sign or utilizes a nanconforming freestanding sign. When buildings which meet
these criteria for a monument sign also face two or more streets, two monument signs
shall be authorized provided that each is oriented toward a different street. Any sign
copy appearing on a monument sign shall ba counted against the number of signs
and the total square footage of sign faces to which a business is otherwise antitlad.

Location: Monument signs shalt only be located on private property provided that
under no circumstances shall 2 monument sign encroach into required sidewalk watk
zones, pedestrian paths, or visibility triangies.

Size and Height: Monument signs shall not exceed 18 feet in length and two feet in
width measured from the outer edges of the manument sign, and five feet in base
height measured from the lowast point of the elevation of the nearest sidewalk clear
zone or pedestrian path fo the highest point of the monument sign. A vertical
extension shall be permitted above the five feet maximum base height provided such
extension does not exceed a total height of 18 feet (including the base height), eight
feet in length and two feet in width, all measured in the same manner as stated above.
Such signs, when located In the supplemental zone, shall not be situated in a manner
that prohibits pedestrian circulation.



4. Affiliated Businesses and Affiliated Businesses Utilizing Shared Access: Businesses
that are affiliated, such as through a unified development plan, or in the operation of
their businesses through direct shared private street vehicular access to the same
public street may utilize monument signs for signage an a monument sign located
upon or within 20 feet of a drive lane of such shared vehicular access provided that
such monument signage:

(@) Shall be diractly visible from such adjacent public streef;

(b) Shall be counted against the number of signs and the total square footage of sign
faces to which a business utilizing such signhage is otherwise entitled; and

(c) Shall be subject to include notarized documentation acknowledging that the city
will only issue permits that meet the criteria set forth in this subsection; that the
city is not required to determine whether the requested space on any monument
sign is available to such applicant for such use; and that such applicant is
responsible for all arrangements with its business affiliates to allow the location of
the sign which is the subject of the application on the monument sign. Further,
the city's issuance of a sign permit pursuant to this subsection, which s, in part,
based on the notarized documentation provided by the applicant:

(1) Shall not be considered to be the city's decision that such permit has the
affect fo supersede, amend or modify private rights of ownership in the
monument sign.

(2) Shall not be considered to be the city's decision that such permit has the
effect to supersede, amend or modify private tights in shared access as
between any party with claims to the use of such privats access.

(3) Shal! not glve rise to any obligation of the city to defend its issuance of the
permit because such issuance granted a vested right to a business to locate
on any monument sign. While no sign may be located on any monument
sign without a permill, the allocation of all private rights as to who may place
a permilted sign on such monument sign shall at all times be finally
determined by the contractual or ownership arangements between the
business affiliates with respect to such monument sign.

Building Signature Signs: Notwithstanding the restriction on occupancy fimits in the
definition of principal occupant in section 18-28A.004, a building tenant who occupies a
minimum of 20 percent ar 100,000 square feet of the floor space of a specific buliding that
Is available for occupancy shali be authorized to erect a building signature sign, provided
all other restrictions set forth in Chapter 28A related to building signature signs are
followed; provided however that building signature signs for tenants with quallfying square
footage in a qualifying building in a unified development may be located on another
building in such unified development under common ownership that meeting the
requirements for building signature signs in this district provided that the building where the
occupancy is located is on an immediately adjacent parcel to the building where the signs
are to be erected, the building are not separated by a public right-of-way, and both
buildings are served by common pedestrian access and shared parking facilities.

Regional Shopping Center Signs: In list of authorized monument sign(s), a regional
shopping center, as defined by section 16-18L.005, shall be permitted one single
freestanding sign which may be a changing sign. Said sign shall not be located within the
sidewalk walk zone or pedestrian path. Said sign shall not exceed 200 square feet in sign
area and shall not exceed 35 feet in height above the slevation of the nearest sidewalk
walk zone or 35 feet from the ground at the base of the structure to the tallest part of the
structure, whichever greater. Where such regional shopping centers have frontage on two
or more streets, one additional large shopping center sign shall be permitted provided that
such additional sign is not a changing sign.



h. Prohiblted and/or Restricted Signs:
1. Billboard Signs Prohibited: Billboard signs shall not be permitted.

2. Freestanding Signs Prohiblied: Freestanding signs shall not be permitted other than
monument signs and regional shopping center signs, except that any freestanding
sign lawfully constructed prior to the effective date of this chapter that is partially or
fully destroyed by unintentional means such as fire, storm or other hazards may be
reconstructed on its previous footprint ta its previous helght, size and location.

3. Animated, Flashing, and Changing Signs: Unless authorized as regional shopping
center signs in subsection {13)g., animated, flashing, and changing signs shall be
prahibited.

4. Signs Extending Over Pedestrian Ways: No sign shall extend Into or project over an
amenity zone, sidewalk walk zone, pedesirian path, or streset right-of-way except if
expressly authorized to encroach into a public right-of-way by an encroachment
agreement approved pursuant to Chapter 138 of the City Code.

. All zero-lof-line attached single-family dwellings shall be allowed one sign per lot not to
axcead lwo square feet in sign area. Said sign shall be mounted fiat to the building or
suspended.

j.  Regional Shopping Center Development Major Business Signs:

1.  Where an authorized building sign for a business occupying and actively using over
80,000 square feet in a regional shopping center, as defined by section 16-18L.005,
would be permitted on an exterior wall of such business, this authorized wall sign,
projecting sign, canopy sign, parapet wall sign, suspended sign or marquee sign may
be placed on a building on an immediately adjacent lot not separated from the
regional shopping center by a public right-of-way. The relocated sign shall be
considared in calculating the size and number of signs that would be permitted for the
authorized business identified.

2. In lieu of an authorized building sign or an authorized monument sign, a business
occupying and actively using over 80,000 square feet on a iot inmediately adjacent to
a regional shopping center, as defined by section 16-18L.005, not separated by a
public right-of-way shall be permitted to place this authorized wall sign, projecting
sign, canopy sign, parapet wail sign, suspended sign, marquee sign or monument
sign for such business on the adjacent regional shopping center building or the lot
coniaining the regional shopping center. The relocated sighage shall be considered in
calculating the size and number of signs that would be permitted for the authorized
business identified. A relocated business building identification sign permitted to be
relocated by this subsection 2 may be implemented as either one business building
identification sign or one monument sign. If such relocated business building
identification signage permitted is to be installed as a monument sign, it shall be
located In an area visible from and adjacent to a private drive or pedestrian walkway
providing access from the public right-of-way to such business.

3. No part of the signage permitted by subsections 1 and 2 may extend above the top of
the building on which it is placed nor be located on portions of a building containing
residential living area, Size of the signage permitted shall be dstermined pursuant to
section 16-28A.010{13)(d){3) and 16-28A.010(13)(e)(3).

(14) [Reserved.]
(15) [Reserved.]

{(16) SPI-5 iInman Park District: For one- and two-family dwellings, the regulations for the R-1 through
R-5 district shall apply; for multi-family dwellings, the regulations of the RG district shall apply.



(17} SPI-6 Poncey-Highland District: For one- and two-family dwellings, the regulations for the R-1
through R-5 district shall apply; for multi-family dwellings, the regulations of the RG district shall

apply.
(18) SPI-8 Home Park District: The regulations of the R-1 through R-5 district shall apply.
(19) SPI-9 Buckhead Village District: Signs shall be permitted in the SPI-9 District as follows

{a) Subarea Regulations: Specific subarea regulations may allow signage that is not permitted
in other subareas or exceeds the height otherwise permitted by the Sign Ordinance.

(b}

(¢}

0

Subarea 1: Core Village. The maximum height of any sign on any building frontage in
Subarea #1 and along on Pharr Road may be 60 feet above adjacent sidewali-lavel.

Definitions. For purposes of this section the following words, terms and phrases shall,
when used in this section, have meanings ascribed to them in this article except where the
context clearly indicates a different meaning:

(i)
(i)

iit)

(i)

(iv)

Sidewalk-level: Shall be defined per section 16-181.006(1).

Fublic street: Any public right-of-way including such right-of-way that is only
accessible by pedestrians.

Private streef: Any area that is fully accessible to vehicular traffic but that is not a
public street and is not interior to a bullding or parking structure.

Monument sign: A permanent sign not attached to a building and constructed directly
and continuously upon the ground or a grade level support structure with no
separation between the sign and the grade. Such signs shall not be supported by
columns, uprights, poles or braces and shall be of continuous solid construction
without holes, gaps, or spacing; otherwise they shall be considered freestanding
signs.

Freestanding sign: A sign that daes not extend over any portion of a building and is

not attached to a building or any structure other than its own support by one or more
columns, uprights or braces in or upon tha ground.

Type, Number, and Area of Business Identification Signs:

(i)

(i)

Type: Wall signs, projecting signs, canopy signs, parapet wall signs, monument signs,
freestanding signs, suspended signs, and marquee signs shall be permitted. Building
signature signs shall be permitted, subject lo the restriclions set forth in section 16-
28A.007(p) and section 16-28A.010(19){(a).

Number:

(A) Three signs shall be allowed on the premises of active sidewalk level uses
having a frontage along a public street or a private street where visible from a
public street. One sign may be suspended from the wall or project over any
frontage if approved in the manner required for its placement unless such signs
are restricted by specific sub-area ragulations.

(8) Two signs shall be allowed on the premises of businesses located on a building
floor above sidewalk-level and having a frontage along a public street or a private
street where visible from a public street. One sign may be suspended from the
wall or project over any frontage if approved in the manner required for its
placement.

{C) For businesses or having frontage on more than cne public street or private
street, one additional sign for the business establishment shall be permitted on
the premises of such business, provided that no sidewalk level frontage contains
more than three signs and no frontage above sidewalk level contalns more than
two signs. The fotal area of increase for any additional sign allowed by this
subsection shall not cause all signs on a frontage to exceed ten percent of the



(d)

(e)
(f)

(g)

(m
(i)

area of the wall area of said building occupied by such business establishment
on that frontage or 60 square feet, whichever is less.

(ili) Area: The combined area of permitted signs shall not exceed ten percent of the total
aggregate area of the walls that face the public right-of-way or which face a private
drive and are visible from a public right-of-way provided however that at least 60
square feet of combined sign area Is allowed. No individual sign shall exceed 200
square feet.

Maximum Height of Signs: Seclion 16-28A.007(m) shall be supplanied for SPI-9 by the
following height limitations provided however that no portion of any sign shall extend above
the top of the buliding upon which it is located where the building height is less than the
height parmitted for signs.

() Where a business establishment is permitted to have signs, the following regulations
shall appiy:

(i) Sidewalk-levei business establishments: For such establishments signs are permitted
fo a maximum height of 35 feet above the adjacent sidewalk-level.

(i) Above Sidewalk-level Business Establishments: For such eslablishments signs are
permitted to a maximum height of 50 feet above the lowest point of the adjacent
sidewalk-level on that frontage provided that:

{A) The slgn shall be located directly above the independent entrance to the upper
floor use; or

{(B) The sign shall be located directly above or adjacent to windows for such upper
floor use.

Pedestrian Directories:[Reserved.]

Shopping Center Signs: Shopping centers shall be permitted one sign in addition to the
signs of the businesses therein, Said sign shall be erected as a wall sign or monument sign
and shall not exceed 200 square feet in sign area. Where a shopping center has frontage
on two or more streets, one additional wall sign or monument sign shall be permitted for
each additional street frontage.

Signs Extending Over the Public Right-of-Way or Private Drives: Signs extending or
projecting over any property line onto sidewalk or street right-of-way or extending over a
private drive and visible from a public street shall not be permitted without the written
permission of the department of public works obtained according to their procedures for
allowing such encroachments. Any suspended or projecting sign that extends into any
private drive on the exterior of any building shall be reviewed and approved by the
department of public works.

Billboard signs Prohibited: Billhoard signs shall not be permitted.

Animated, Flashing, Neon, Changing and Internally llluminated: No animated, fiashing,
neon, changing signs or intarnally lluminated signs shall be allowed.

{20) [Reserved.]
(21) The Following signs shall be permitted in the PD-H, Planned Development-Housing District:

a.

b.

Number and Area of Signs: For a residential use, two permanent signs per lot shall be
permitted. Each sign shall not exceed two square feet in sign area. One buiiding sign per
lot, which shall not exceed one square foot in sign area, shali be permittad. One permanent
sign per planned development entrance shall be permitted and such sign shall not exceed
35 square feet in sign area. In addition, two temporary signs per lot shall be permitted,
each not to exceed six square feet In size.

Setback: Signs shall be mounted flat to the wall of the building or not nearer than 30 feet to
the street property line, except that two temporary signs are permitted in any required yard.



a.

Height of Signs' No freestanding sign shall be higher than ten feet above ground level.

Lighting of Signs: No sign shall be Internally illuminated. No lighting shall be permilted
which illuminates any area oulside of the lot upon which said sign is located.

Animated, Flashing, Changing Signs Prohibited: No animated, flashing, or changing signs
shall be permitted.

Signs Extending Over Right-of-Way Prohibited: No sign shall extend or project over any
property line onto sidewalk or street right-of-way.

Billboard signs Prohibited: Billboard signs shall not be permitted.

(22) The following signs shall be pemitted in the PD-MU, (Planned Development-Mixed Use)
District:

a.

Number and Area of Bullding Signs: Wall signs, projecting signs, canopy signs, parapet
wall signs, suspended signs, and marquee signs shall be permilied. A maximum of three
building signs shall be permitled for each business establishment. The combined area of
these permitted bullding signs shall not exceed ten percent of the total area of the wall of
the front of each said business astablishment, and In no case shall any individua! sign
exceed 200 square feet. Notwithstanding these provisions, every business establishment
shall be entitled to at least 60 square feet total combined sign area.

Building Signs on Comer Lots: For corner lots, one additional building sign for the business
establishment occupying the corner space shall be permitted, provided it is oriented toward
the additional street frontage. The total area of said sign shall not exceed ten percent of the
total area of the wall of said building occupied by such business establishment and
oriented toward the additional street frontage, or 60 square feet, whichever is less.

Freestanding Signs: In addition to the building signs permitted in subsections a. and b,
above, one freestanding sign shall be permitted for each lot. On interior lots, said
freestanding sign shall not exceed 60 square fest in sign area when located in the required
front yard setback. If located within the buildable area of the iot, said interior freestanding
sign may be enlarged from said 60 square foot maximum at a rate of one additional square
foot of sign area per additional linear foot of setback from the required front yard setback
line, measured perpendicularly, up to a maximum of 100 square feet in total sign area, On
corner lots, said freestanding sign shall not exceed 90 square feet in sign area when
located in the required front yard setback. If located within the buildable area of the lot, said

corner freestanding sign may be enlarged from said 90 square foot maximum at a rate of
one additional square foot of sign area per additional linear foot of setback from the

required front yard setback line, measured perpendicularly, up to a maximum of 130
square feet.

Shopping Center Signs: In lieu of the fresstanding sign permitted in subsection c. abovs,
shopping centers shall be permitted one single freestanding sign. Said sign may be located
within the required front yard setback. Said sign shall not exceed 200 square feet in sign
area. Where a shopping center has frontage on two or more streets, one additional sign
shall be permitted for each additional street frontage provided that such additional street
does not face a residential district,

Height of Signs: No freestanding sign shall excead 30 feet in height above ground level,

provided that when the ground level is lower than the level of the adjoining street
pavement, a freestanding sign may be raised so as to be not more than 20 feet above the

level of the pavement.
Animated, Flashing, Changing Signs Prohibited: No animated, flashing, or changing signs
shall be permitted.

Signs Extending Over Right-of-Way Prohibited: No sign shall extend or projeci over any
property line onto sidewalk or street right-of-way.



h.

Billboard signs Prohibited: Billboard signs shali not be permitted.
Building signature signs: Subject to the restrictlons set forth in section 16-28A.007(p).

(23) The following signs shall be permitted in the PD-OC (Planned Development-Office-Commercial)
District:

g.

h.

i

Number and Area of Building Signs: Wall signs, projecting signs, canopy signs, parapet
wall signs, suspended signs, and marquee signs shall be permitted. A maximum of three
building signs shall be permitted for each business establishment The combined area of
these permitted building signs shall not exceed ten percent of the total area of the front wall
of each said business establishment, and in no case shall any individual sign exceed 200
square feet. Notwithstanding these provisions, every business establishment shall be
enlitled to at least 60 square feet total combined sign area.

Building Signs on Corner Lots. For corner lots, one additional building sign for the business
establishment occupying the corner space shall be permitted, provided it is oriented toward
the additional street frontage. The total area of said sign shall not exceed ten percent of the
area of tha wall of sald building occupied by such business establishment and oriented
toward the additicnal street frontage, or 60 square feet, whichever is less.

Freestanding Signs: In addition to the building signs pemilted in subsection a. and b.
above, one freestanding sign shail be permitted for each lot On interlor lots, said
freestanding sign shall not exceed 60 square feet in sign area when located In the required
front yard setback. If located within the buildable area of the lot, said Interior freestanding
sigh may be enlarged from said 60-square foot maximum at a rate of one additional square
foot of sign area per additional linear foot of setback from the required front yard setback
line, measured perpendicularly, up to a maximum of 100 square feet in total sign area. On
comer lots, said freestanding sign shall not exceed 90 square feet in sign area when
located in the required front yard setback. If located within the buildable area of the lot, said
comer freestanding sign may be enlarged from, said 90 square foot maximum at a rate of
one additional square foot of sign area per additional linear foot of setback from the
required front yard setback line, measured perpendicularly, up to 8 maximum of 130
square feet in fotal sign area.

Shopping Center Sign: In lieu of the freestanding sign permitted in subsection c. above,
shopping centers shall ba permitted one single freestanding business identification sign.
Said sign shali not exceed 200 square fest in sign area. Where a shopping center has
frontage on two or more streets, one additional sign shall be permitted for each additional
street frontage provided that such additional street frontage does not face a residential
district.

Height of Signs: No freestanding sign shall exceed 35 feet in height above the level of the
surface of the pavement of the nearest iane of the main traveled way or 35 feet from the
ground at the base of the structure to the tallest part of the structure, whichever is greater.

Animated, Flashing or Changing Sighs Prohibited: No animated, flashing, or changing
signs will be permitted.

Signs Extending Over Right-of-Way Prohibited: No sign shall extend or project over any
property line onto sidewalk or street right-of-way.

Billboard signs Prohibited: Billboard signs shall not be permitted.
Building signature signs: Subject to the restrictions set forth in section 16-28A.007(p).

(24) The foliowing signs shall be permitted in the PD-BP (Planned Development-Business Park)
District:

Number and Area of Signs: Wall signs, projecting signs, canopy signs, parapet wall signs,
suspended signs, and marquee signs shall be permitted. A maximum of one (1) is



g.
h.

permitted for each separate street frontage of each business establishment. Such sign
shall not exceed 30 square teet in sign area.

Setback: Signs shall be mounted fiat to the wall of the building or not nearer than 20 feet to
the street property line.

Height of Signs: No freestanding sign shall be higher than 24 feet above ground level.

Lighting of Signs: No sign shall be internally flluminated. No lighting shall be permitted
which illuminates any area outside of the lot upon which sald sign is located.

Animated, Flashing, Changing Signs Prohibited: No animated, flashing, or changing signs
shall be permitted.

Signs Extending Over Right-of-Way Prohibited: No sign shall extend or project over any
property line onto sidewalk or sfreet right-of-way.

Billboard signs Prohibited: Billboard signs shall not be permitted.
Building signature signs: Subject to the restrictions set forth In section 16-28A.007(p).

(25) Cabbagetown Landmark District

General Regulations: The following regulations shall apply to all property [ocated within the
{Cabbagetown landmark district

1. Billboard signs shall not be permilted in the Cabbagetown landmark district; and

2. No sign shall be permitted within the Cabbagetown landmark district except after
approval by the urban design commission of a certificale of appropriateness as
specified in chapter 20 of this part,

The Mill (Subarea 1): The sign regulations for the Mill (Subarea 1) shall be the same as the
C-1 (Community business) district.

Mill Housing (Subarea 2): The sign regulations for Mill Housing (Subarea 2) shall be the
same as the regulations in section 16-28A.010(1), provided that:

1. Freestanding signs shall not be permitted except for institutional uses permitted within
the subarea,

2. The lacatlon of the sign, unless otherwise specified within this subsection {25), shail
be subject to the approval of the urban design commission simultaneausly with the
raquest for a certificate of appropriateness;

3. Where an existing building is located immediately adjacent to the street, such building
shall be permitted to have one sign, projecting into the public right-of-way, subject to
all other provisions of this part regarding projecting signs.

Shotgun and Cottage Housing (Subarea 3): The sign regulations for shotgun and coltage
housing (Subarea 3) shall be the same as the regulations in 16-28A.010(1), provided that:

1. Freestanding signs shall not be permitied except for institutional uses permitted within
the subarea.

2. The Iocation of the sign, unless otherwise specified within this subsection (25), shall
be subject to the approval of the urban design commission simultaneously with the
request for a certificate of appropriateness.

3. Where an existing building is located immediately adjacent o the street, such building
shall be permitted to have one sign, projecting into the public right-of-way, subject to
all other provisions of this part regarding projecting signs.

Neighborhood Commercial/Services (Subarea 4): The sign regulations for Neighbarhood
commercial/services (Subarea 4) shall be the same as the C-1 {Community business)
district, provided that:



f.

1. Freestanding signs shall not be permitted except for institutional uses permitted within
the subarea and shall not exceed ten feet above ground level.

2. Where an existing building is located immediately adjacent to the street, such building
shall be permitted to have one sign, projecting into the public right-of-way, subject to
all other provisions of this part regarding projecting signs.

Transitional Commercialindustrial (Subarea 6) The sign regulations for Transitional
commercialfindustrial (Subarea 5) shall be the same as the C-1 (Community business)
district, except where commercial or industrial uses in this subarea abut residential usage,
no sign shall exceed 20 feet above ground lavel.

(26) Druid Hills Landmark District The sign regulations for the Druid Hills landmark district shall be
the same as the regulations in section 16-28A.010(1), provided that:

a.
b.

e.

No billboard signs shall be permitted in the Druid Hills landmark district.

No sign shall be permitted within the Druid Hills landmark district except after approval by
the urban design commission of a certificate of appropriateness as specified in chapter 20
of this part.

One (1) | sign, not exceeding 20 square feet in sign area, shail be permitted for mutti-family
uses.

For all other nonresidential uses permitted in this district, one (1) sign per sireet frontage
shall be permitted. Such sign shall not exceed 35 square feet in sign area.

No sign shall be placed nearer than 10 feet to the street property line.

{27) M.L. King, Jr. Landmark District. The following signs shall be permitted in the M.L. King, Jr.
landmark district:

a.

General regulations: Notwithstanding any other individual district standards, all signs within
the M.L. King, Jr. landmark district shall be subject o the following general regulations:

{1} No billboard signs shall be permitted in the M.L. King, Jr. landmark district.

(2) No freestanding signs shall be permitted in the M.L, King, Jr. landmark district,
(3} No monument signs shall be permitted in the M.L. King, Jr. landmark district.
{4) No LSVD signs shall be permitted in the M.L. King, Jr. landmark district.

(5) No sign shall be permitted within the M.L. King, Jr. landmark district except after
approval by the commission of a certificate of appropriateness as specified in Chapter
20 of this part.

(6) Signs provided for contributing structures shall be designed in a2 manner that is
compatible with the design, materials and general character of signage from the time
period of historical significance for the structure.

(7) Signs provided for non-contribuling structures shall be designed in a manner that is
compatible with the design, materials and general character of signage from the time
period of historical significance for the district.

Aubum Avenue Residential District (Subarea 1): The sign regulations for Auburn Avenue
residential district (Subarea 1) shall be the same as the regulations in 16-28A.010(1),
except that the location of the sign, unless otherwise specified within this subsection (27),
shall be subject to the approval of the commission simultaneously with the request for a
certificate of appropriateness.

Residential District (Subarea 2); The sign regulations for Residential district (Subarea 2}

shall be the same as the regutations in 16-28A.010(1), except that the location of the sign,
uniess otherwise specified within this subsection (27), shall be subject to the approval of



the urban design commission simultaneously with the 'request for a certificate of
appropriateness.

Institutional Diskrict (Subarea 3): The sign regulations for Inslitutional disfrict (Subarea 3)
shall be the same as the regulations for the O- (Office-institutional) district, provided that;

{1) The location of the sign, unless otherwise specified within this subsection (27}, shall
be subject to the approval of the commission simultaneously with the request for a
certificate of appropriateness;

(2) Where an existing building is located immediately adjacent to the street, such building
shall be permitted to have ane sign, projecting into the public right-of-way, subject to
all other provisions of this part regarding projecting signs.

Edgewood Avenue and Auburm Avenuss Commercial District (Subarea 4). The sign
regulations for Edgewood Avenue and Auburn Avenues Commercial District (Subarea 4)
shall be the same as the regulations for the SPI-1 {Downtown) district provided that:

{1) No individual sign shall exceed 100 square feet in sign area.
{2) No projecting sign shall exceed eight square feet in sign area.

(3) Sign location on the building shall correspond with that portion of the bullding owned
or leased by the persan erecting the sign.

(4) Signs shall be located as follows:

i. In the area of the storefront above the transom and below the second floor
windows or centered between the transom and the cornice,

it.  On orin display windows or upper fagade windows.
il.  On orin the glazing of the doors.
lv. On the valance of awnings.
v.  On the fascia or top edge of canopies.
vi. Projecting perpendicularly from the building.
{5) Changing signs shall be prohibited.

Transitional zone (Subarea 5): The sign regulations for Transitional zane (Subarea 5) shall
be the same as the regulations imposed by the underlying zoning designation of each
property within this subarea, provided that no such sign shall be permitted except after
approval by the commission of a certificate of appropriateness as specified in Chapter 20
of this part and no billboard sign shall be permitted in this subarea.

(28} Washington Park Landmark District The sign regulations for the Washington Park landmark
district are as follows:

a.
b.

o

- 0 o

No hillbeard signs shall be permitted in the Washington Park landmark district.

No sign shall be permitted within the Washington Park landmark district except after
approval by the urban design commission of a certificate of appropriateness as specified in
chapter 20 of this part,

No institutional sign shall exceed 35 square feet in sign area.

No freestanding sign shall exceed 10 feet above ground level,
No intemally illuminated signs shall be permitted.

No sign displaying the name of a sponsor for any park improvement shall exceed two (2)
square feet in sign area.



(29) Oakland Cemetery Landmark District: The sign regulations for the Oakland Cemetery landmark
district are as follows:

a.
b.

c
d.
B

f

No billboard signs shall be permitted in the Cakland Cemetery landmark district.

No sign shall be permitted within the Oakland Cemelery landmark district except after
approval by the urban design commission of a certificate of appropriateness as specified in
chapter 20 of this part.

No Institutional sign shall exceed 35 square feet in sign area.

No freestanding sign shall exceed 10 feet above ground level,

No internally illuminated signs shall be permitted.

No sign for any cemetery improvemant shall exceed two (2) square feet in sign area.

(30) Baltimore Block Landmark District: The sign regulations for the Baltimore Block landmark district
shall be the same as the SPI-1 (Central core} district except that:

a.
b.

a = o

h,

No billboard signs shall be permitted.

No sign shall be permifted within the Baltimore block landmark district except after
approval by the urban desigh commission of a certificate of appropriateness as specified in
chapter 20 of this part.

No sign shall exceed 100 square feet in sign area except that a projecting sign shall not
exceed eight (8) square fast in sign area.

Signs shall be located as follows;
1.  On the valance of canopies;

2. Mounted flush against the fagade of the building adjacent to the front entryway of the
unil; or

3. Projecting perpendicularly from the building.

No shopplng center signs shall be permitted.

No freestanding signs shall be permitted.

No animated, flashing or changing signs shall be permitted.
Na internally llluminated signs shall be permitted.

{31) West End Historic District. The regulations for the West End historic district shall be the same
as the regulations for section 16-28A.010(1), provided that:

a,
b.

No billboard signs shall be permitted in the West End historic district.

No sign shall be permitted within the West End historic district except after approval by the
urban design commission of a certificate of appropriateness as specified in chapter 20 of
this part.

Cne (1) sign, not exceeding 20 square feet in sign area, shall be permitted for multi-family
uses.

For all other nonresidential uses permitted in this district, one (1) sign per street frontage
shall be permilied. Such sign shall not exceed 35 square feet in sign area.

The location of the sign, unless olherwise specified within this subsection (31), shall be
subject to the approval of the urban design commission simultaneously with the raquest for
a certificate of appropriateness.

For all legal, nencenforming commercial uses:



1. A maximum of three (3) building signs shall he permitted for each business
establishment. The combined area of these permitted building signs shall not exceed
10 percent of the wall of the front of each said business establishment, and in no case
shall any individual sign exceed 100 square feet.

No projecting sign shall exceed eight (8) square feet in sign area.

Signs shall be located as fallows:

i.  In the area of the storefront centared betwesn the transom and the comice.
ii. Onorin dispiay windows.

ii. Onorin the glazing of the doors.

iv. On the valance of the awnings.

v. Projecting perpendicularly from the building.

No freestanding signs shall be permitted.

No animated, changing, or flashing signs shali be permitted.

(32) Hotel Row Landmark District. The regulations for the Hotel Row landmark district shall be the
same as the SPI-1 (Central core) disfrict, provided that:

a.
b.

f
Q.
h

f

Ne billboard signs shall be permitted in the Hotel Row landmark district.

No sign shall be permitted within the Hotel Row landmark district except after approval by
the urban design commission of a certificate of appropriateness as specified in chapter 20
of this part.

No sign shall exceed 100 square feetl in sign area except that a projecting sign shall not
exceed eight (8) square feel in sign area.

Sign location on the buiiding shall correspond with that portion of the building owned or
leased by the person erecting the sign.

Signs shall be located as follows:

In the area above the transom ot the storefront and below the second floor windows.
On ar in display windows or upper fagade windows.
On or in the glazing of the doors.

On the valance of the awnings.

On the fascla or top edges of canopies.

Projecting perpendicularly from the bullding.

No shopping center signs shall be permitted.

No freestanding signs shall be permitted.

No changing signs shall be permitted.

No internally Hlluminated signs shall be permitted.

e ;e w N

{33) Adair Park Historic District. The following signs shall be permitted In the Adalr Park historic
district:

General Regulations, Signs within the Adair Park historic district are subject to the
foliowing regulations;

1. No permit shall be issued for the erection of any sign prior to issuance of a certificate
of appropriateness by the urban design commission pursuant to chapter 20.

2. No billboard signs shall be permitted in the Adair Park historic district.



Residential Subarea 1: The regulations for the Residential subarea 1 shall be the same as
the regulations in section 18-28A.010(1) except that the location of the sign, unless
otherwise specified within this subsection {33), shall be subject to the approval of the urban
design commission simultaneously with the request for a certificate of appropriateness.

Transitional Commercial Subarea 2. The regulations for the Transitional Commercial
Subarea 2 shall be the same as those for the C-1 (Community business} district, provided
that;

1. Where an existing building is located immediately adjacent to the street, such building
shall be permilted to have one sign, not exceeding eight square feet in sign area,
projecting into the public right-of-way, subject fo all other provisions of this part
regarding projecting signs.

2. No freestanding sign shall exceed 20 feet in height above ground level.

Transitional industrial Subarea 3. The regulations for the Transitional industrial Subarea 3
shall be the same as those for the C-1 (Community business) district, provided that:

1. Where an existing building is located immedialely adjacent to the street, such building
shall be permitted to have one sign, not exceeding eight square feet in sign area,
projecting into the public right-of-way, subject to all other provisions of this part
regarding projecting signs.

2. Nofreestanding sign shall exceed 20 feet in height above ground level.

(34) [Reserved.]

(35) Grant Park Historic District. Except when otherwise explicitly provided, the provisions of chapter
28A of this part shall apply to this district.

General regulations applicable to all subareas:
1. No billboard signs shall be permitted in the Grant Park Historic District.

2. No animated, changing, or flashing signs shall be permitted in the Grant Park Historic
District.

3. Nointernally iluminated signs shall be permitted in the Grant Park Historic District.

Residential Subarea I: The regulations for the Residential Subareas shall be the same as
the regulations in section 16-28A.010(1), provided that:

1. No permit shall be issued for the erection of any sign prior to the issuance of a
Certificate of Appropriateness by the commission pursuant to chapter 20,

2. The location of the sign, unless otherwise speclfisd within this subsection (35), shall
be subject to the approval of the commission simultanecusly with the request for a
Cerlificate of Appropriateness.

3. Any nonresidential zoned property shall comply with the regulations for the
Commercial Subarea Hl, as set forth in [sub]section 16-28A.010(35)c.

Commercial Subarea 1I: The regulations for the Commercial Subarea || shalt be the same
as those for the C-1 {Community Business) district, provided that:

1. No permit shall be issued for the eraction of any sign prior to the issuance of a
Certificate of Appropriateness by the commission pursuant to chapter 20.

2. The location of the sign, unless otherwise specified within this subseclion (35), shall
be subject to the approval of the commission simultaneously with the request for a

Certificate of Apprapriateness.

3. Where an existing building is located immediately adjacent to the street, such building
shall be permitted fo have one sign, not exceeding eight square feet in sign area,



d.

a.
b.
c.

d.

projecting into the public right-of-way, subject to all other provisions of this part
regarding projecting slgns.

Transitional Industrial Subarea |II: The regulations for the Transitional Subarea Il| shall be
the same as those for the |-1 (Light industrial} district, except as otherwise specified within
this subsection (35).

(36) NC (Neighborhoed Commercial) District. The regulations for the NC District shall be the same
as the regulations in subsection (5) C-1 (Community Business Districl}, provided that,

No freestanding signs shall be permitted.
No shopping center signs shall be permitted,

In addition to the NC District general sign regulations, the following shall also apply to the
Cascade Heights NC-6 District:

Wall signs and parapet wall signs shall be flush against the wall and shall not cover
architectural building omamentation and shall be intemally illuminated or lit from
behind (i.e. halo lighting).

Blade signs shall not extend five feet beyond the building fagade.

Placement: Signage shall not be permitted on building fagade facing side or rear
property lines directly adjacent to residential districts or uses when tenant signage
may be provided on other building fagades.

Window signs:

1.

Signs visible from the public right-of-way which touch or are located within one
foot of any window pane of glass on either the inside or the outside of a building
shall be limited 1o one sign per fagade with each sign no larger than six square
feet,

Existing window sign removal; Existing window signs, exceeding the above
requirements, which are valued at less than $200.00 each, shall be removed
within 30 days of adoption of this ordinance.

Removal of legal, nonconforming freestanding signs and sign faces:

1.

Within 30 days of the cessation of a business, each sign face associated with
said ceased business shall be removed from any on-premise freestanding sign
structure. Cessation of business shall be measured from the expiration of the
business license. Each on-premise freestanding sign face for any business not in
operation on the date of this ordinance shall have 30 days thereafter to remove
sald sign face(s). Operation of a business shall be evidence by a business

license,

Within 90 days of the cessation of a business, or adoption of this ordinance,
whichever is greater, any freestanding sign structure shall be removed if no
business, as evidenced by a business license, occupies the premise on which
the freestanding sign is located. Cessation of business shall be measured from
the expiration of the last business license associated with the premise.

Within 90 days of issuance of a husiness license for new on-premise business
establishments that do not utilize an existing freestanding sign, said freestanding
sign structure shall be removed.

The regulations for Atkins Park NC-12 District shall be the same as those for the NC
District general sign regulations, with the following supplemental regulations:

One building sign per business establishment may extend or project either over a
property line or street right-of-way, subject to an encroachment agreement approved
pursuant to chapter 138 of the City Code and the following restrictions:



{A)} Signs extending or projecting over a property line or street right-of-way may only
be located on the right-of-way of Greenwood Avenue or St Charles Avenue and
in no event shall such signs extend or project on North Highland Avenue; and

{a) Height. Any such encroaching signs shall have at least a nine-foot six-inch
{9-6") clearance from the finished elevation of the nearest sidewalk to the
botfom of the sign; and

(b} Size and orientation: Any such encroaching signs shall be limited o a
maximum total sign of 16 sguare fest and must be predominantiy
perpendicular to the property fine over which it extends.

(37) SP! 18 Midtown District The following signs shall be permilted in the SPI 18 Midtown District:

a. The regulations for SPI 16 Midtown District section 16-18P.028 {Specific regulations for
subarea 1: Midtown Commercial) shall be the same as the regulations in subsection (6) C-
2 (Commercial Service) District, provided that:

i.  Nofreestanding signs shalf be permitted.
ii. No shopping center signs shall be permitted.

b. The regulations for SPl 16 Midtown District section 16-18P.029 (Specific regulations for
subarea 2. Midtown Residential) and SPI 16 Midtown District section 18-18P.030 {Specific
regulations for subarea 3: Juniper East) shall be the same as the regulations in subsecfion
(3} RLC {(Residential Limited Commercial) District, provided that:

i.  No freestanding signs shall be permitted.
i. No shopping center signs shall be permitted.
iii. Signs may be located as near to the street property line as the nearest building.

(38) SPI 17 Piedmont Avenue District. The following slgns shall be permitted in the SPI 17 Piedmont
Avenue District;

a. The regulations for SPl 17 Piedmont Avenue District section 16-18Q.027 (Specific
regulations for subarea 3: 10th and Piedmont) shall be the same as the regulations In
subsection (6) C-2 (Commercial Service) District, provided that:

i.  No freestanding signs shall be permitted.
ii. Noshopping center signs shall be permitted.

b. The regulations for SPI-17 Piedmon{ Avenue District section 16-18Q.025 (Specific
regulations for subarea 1: 14th and Piedmont), section 16-18Q.026 {Specific reguiations
for subarea 2: Piadmont North) and section 16-18Q.028 (Specific regulations for subarea
4: Piedmont South) shall be the same as the regufations In subsection (3) RLC (Residential
Limited Commercial) District, provided thal:

i.  No ireestanding signs shall be permitted,
i No, shopping center signs shall be permitted.
iil. Signs may be located as near to the street property line as the nearest building.

iv. In subarea 4, the maximum sign size for a bed and breakfast inn use shall not exceed
eight square feet.

(38) SPI 16 Lindbergh District. The following signs shafl be permitted in the 8Pl 15 Lindbergh
District:
a. The regulafions for section 16-180.028 (Specific regulations for commerclal subareas)

shall be the same as the regulations in subsection (8) C-2 {Commerclal Service) District,
provided that;



i.  No freestanding signs shall be permitted.
i. No shopping center signs shall be permitted.

The regulations for section 16-180.,029 (Spacific regulations for residential subareas) shall
be the same as the reguiations in subsection (3) RLC (Residential Limited Commercial)

District, provided that:

i.  No freestanding signs shall ba permitted.

ii. No shopping center signs shall be permitted.

ii. Signs may be located as near to the street property line as the nearest building.

(40) LW (Live Work) District. The regulations for the LW district shall be the same as the regulations
in subsection (3) R-LC (Resldential Limited Commaercial) District, provided that:

a.

Signhs extending over the right-of-way are prohibited. No sign shait extend or project over
any property line onto sidewalk or street right-of-way, except that signs may extend over
the supplemental Zonhe.

No freestanding slgns shall be permitted for new developments, One freestanding sign per
property shall be permitted for pre-existing principal structures setback a minimum of 40
feet from the property line with street frontage. Said freestanding sign shall not be located
in the sidewalk street furniture zone or clear zone, and shall not exceed 48 square feet in
sign area and a helght of 15 feet.

{(41) MRC (Mixed Residential Commercial) District. The regulations for the MRC District shall be the
same as the regulations in subsection (6) C-2 (Commercial Service) District, provided that;

a.

b.
c.

No freestanding signs shall be permitted for new developments. One freestanding sign per
property shall be permitted for pre-existing principal structures setback a minimum of 40
feet from the property line with street frontage. Said freestanding sign shall not be located
in the sidewalk street furniture zone or clear zone, and shall not exceed 48 square feet in
sign area and a height of 15 feet.

No shopping center signs shall be permitted.
Building signature signs: Subject o the restrictions set forth in section 16-28A.007(p).

(42) MR (Multi-Famlly Residential) District. The regulations for the MR district shall be the same as
the regulations in subsection (3) RLC (Residential Limited Commercial) District, provided that:

a.

No freestanding signs shall be permitted for new developments. One freestanding sign per
property shall be permilted for pre-existing principal structures setback a minimum of 40
feet from the property line with street frontage. Said freestanding sign shall not be located
in the sidewalk street furniture zone or clear zone, and shall not exceed 48 square feet in
sign area and a height of 15 feet.

No shopping center signs shall be permitted.
Signs may be located as near to the street property line as the nearest building.

Building signature signs are permitted subject to the restrictions set forth in section 16-
2BA.007(p).

(43) SPI-18 Meachanicsville Neighborhood District: The following signs shall be permilted in the SPI-
18 Mechanicsvilie Neighborhood District:

The regulations for SPI-18 Mechanicsville District for Subareas 1, 2, 3 and 10 shall be the
same as the regulations in subsection (5) C-1 (Community Business) District, provided
that

i.  No freestanding signs shall be permitted.
ii. No shopping center signs shall be permitted.



The regulations for SPI-18 Mechanicsville District subaraas 4 shall ba the same as the
reguiations in subsection (2) R-G (Residential General) District.

The regulations for SPI-18 Mechanicsville District subareas 5 and 6 shall be the same as
the regulations in subsection {1) R-1 through R-5.

The regulations for SPI-18 Mechanicsville District subareas 7 and 8 shall be the same as
the regulations in subsection (10} I-1 (Light Industrial) District except that billboard signs

are prohibited.

(44) Oakland City Historic District. The following regulations shall apply to the Oakland City Historic
District.

1)
@)

©)
(4)

{5)

Except when otherwise explicitly provided, the provisions of chapter 28A of this part shail
apply to this district.

The regulations for this district shall be the same as tha regulations in section 16-
28A.010(1), provided that:

{a) No permit shall be issued for the erection of any sign prior to the issuance of a
certificate of appropriateness by the commission pursuant fo chapter 20; and

(b) The location of the sign, unless otherwise specified within this subsection (44), shall
be subject to the approval of the commission simultaneously with the request for a
certificate of appropriateness by the commission pursuant to chapter 20.

No hillecard signs shall be permitted in the Oakland City Histaric District.

No animated, changing, or flashing signs shall be permilied in the Oakland City Historic
District.

No internally illuminated signs shall be permitted in the Oakland City Historic District.

(45) [Reserved.]

(48} SPI 20 Greenbriar Town Center District The following signs shall be permitted in the SPI 20
Greenbriar Town Center District;

a.

The regulations for SPI 20 Greenbriar Town Center District Subareas 1, 2, and 3 shall be
the same as the regulations in Subsection {41) MRC {Mixed Residential Commercial)
District 3, except as otherwise set forth in subsection b,

Where a shopping center is located on a parcel larger than 50 acres and the structures on
the parcel exceed 500,000 square fast, such use may be allowed signage which meets the
requirements of this subsection;

()  Four freestanding monument style signs each not exceeding 200 square feet In sign
area and not exceeding 20 feet in height above the level of the surface of the
pavement of the nearest lane of vehicular travel of the adjacent street or 20 fest from
the ground at the base of the structure to the tallest part of the structure whichever is
grealer. The signs may be intemally lighted but shall not be changing signs:

(i) The freestanding monument style shopping center sighs permitted by this subsection
may be installed in any required yard but shall be located at least 20 feet from the
curb line when adjacent to a street to allow for the future installation of sidewaiks and
must otherwise meet the requirement set forth in this part as to visibility at

intersections.

(i) Each freestanding monumsnt style shopping center sign permitted by this subsection
shall be separated from any other such sign by a minimum of 500 feet of frontage
along the same street when such slgn is located in a required yard but this distance
requirement may be reduced to 200 feet for signs located on different streets.



{v) Where such shopping center has existing signage which faces limited access
roadways. One existing sign may be converted to a changing sign, which may utilize
any technology allowed hy the sign ordinance provided however that neither the size
of the sign face nor the height of the sign shall increase. The converted sign shall not
be counted in the inventory of permitted monument style shopping center signs and
shall be a confarming sign.

(v} Any existing signage which faces limited access roadways, not converted to a
changing sian, shall be considered non-conforming and shall not be counted in the
Inventory of permitted monument style shopping Center signs.

{47) SPI-11 Vine City and Ashby Station District: The following signs shall be parmitted in the SPI-11
Vine City and Ashby Station District:

a.

Subarea 1: Ashby Statian Shopping Subarea: The sign regulations are the same as those
for the C-1 (Community Business) District; See section 16-28A.010(5).

Subarea 2: Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive-Ashby Sireet Commercial Subarea; The sign
regulations are the same as those for the C-1 (Community Business)} District; see section
16-28BA.010(5).

Subarea 3: University center office-institutional subarea; The sign regulations are the same
as those for the O-} (Office-Institutional) District; See section 16-2BA.010(4).

Subareas 4, 5§ and 6: University Residential, Ashview Heights Residentia! and Washington
Park Single-Family Residential subareas: The sign reguiations are the same as those for
the R-1 (Single-Family Residential) District; see section 16-28A.010(1). For bed and
breakfast inn uses the sign regulations shall be the same as the regulations for the RLC
{Residential Limited Commercial) district provided that the maximum sign size shall not
exceed eight square faet and no freestanding signs shall be permitted.

Subarea 7: Vine Gity Single-Family Residential subarea: The sign requlations are the same
as those for the R-1 (Single-Family Residential) District; see section 16-28A.010(1). For
bed and breakfast Inn uses the sign regutations shall be the same as the regulations for
the RLC {Residential Limited Commercial} district provided that the maximum sign size
shall not exceed eight square feet and no freestanding signs shall be permitted.

Subarea 8: Vine City Multi-Family Residential Subarea: The sign reguiations are the same
as those for the MR (Multi-Family Residential) District; see section 16-28A.010(42).

Subareas 9, 10, 11 and 12. Simpson Mixed Use, Lowery Mixed Use, Vine City
Neighborhood Commercial and Northside Mixed Use subareas: The sign regulations are
the same as those for the MRC (Mixed Residential Commercial) District; see section 16-
28A.010(41).

{48) SP121 Historic West End/Adair Park District’ The following signs shall be permitted in the SP!
21 Historic West End District:

The regulations for SPI 21 Historic West End/Adair Park District Subareas 1 and 2 shall be
the same as the regulations in subsection (41) MRC (Mixed Residential Commercial)
District.

The reguiations for SPI 21 Historic West End/Adair Park District Subareas 3 and 4 shall be
the same as the regulations in subsection (36) NC (Nelghborhood Commercial) District.

The regulations for SPI 21 Historic Wast End/Adair Park District Subareas 5 and 6 shall be
the same as the regulations in subsection (42) MR (Muiti-family Residential) District.

The reguletions for SP| 21 Historic West End/Adair Park District Subarea 7 shall be the
same as the regulations in subsection (1) Single-Family Residential District.

The regulations for SPI-21 Historic West End District Subarea 8 shall be the same as the
regulations in subsection (4) Ol (Office Institutional) District, except:



L. No freestanding signs shall ba permitted.

ii. No shopping center signs shall be permitted.

ii. Monument signs shall be permitted as set forth in subsection h.
iv. Changing signs shall be pemitted as set forth in subsection h.

The regulations for SPI 21 Historic West End District Subarea 8 shall be the same as the
regulations in subsection (40) LW (Live Work} District.

The regulations for SP] 21 Historic West End District Subarea 10 shall be the same as the
ragulations In subsection (8) C-4 (Commercial Residential) District, except that:

i.  No freestanding signs shali be permitted.
i. No shopping center signs shall be permiited.

Monument Signs: A permanent sign not attached to a building and constructed directly and
continuously upon the ground or a grade-level support structure with no separation
between the sign and the ground or grade-level suppoit structure may be permitted in
Subarea 8 as a type of building identification sign to be referred to as a "monument sign”
provided however that such signs shall meet all of the following criteria. The foregoing
definition and following criteria are not intended to permit manument signs elsewhers in
SPI 21 or elsewhere in the city.

i.  Monument signs shall be permitted only for buildings larger than 75,000 square feet,

ii. Monument signs shall not be supported by visible columns, uprights, poles or braces
and shall be of continuous solid construction without holes, gaps or spacing.

iil. Only one monument sign is permitted for any building.

iv. Monument signs for faciliies that offer concerls, live theater, movles, and similar
cultural events which offer scheduled performances or limited periods of display may
Include & maximum of two faces which may use chanaging sign technology Such
changing sign components shall only appear on two sides and no face shall exceed
25 square feet.

v. Monument signs meeting all criferta set forth in this subsection may be located on
public property when expressly authorized to encroach inte a public right-of-way by an
encroachment agreement approved pursuant to Chapter 138 of the City Code,
provided that under no clrcumstances shall a monument sign encroach inte required
sidewalk clear zones or visibllity triangles. Where any monument sign which is
requested to encroach on public property, the time required to obtain an
encroachment agreement shall not ba considered a part of the time spent in review
the sign application.

(49) Castleberry Hill Landmark District The sign regulations for the Castleberry Hill Landmark
District shall be the same as those in Section 16-28A.010(5) {C-1 Community Business District),

provided that:

1.
2,

No billboard signs shall be parmitted in the Castleberry Hill Landmark Disfrict.

No sign shall ba permitied within the district except after approval by the urban design
commission of a certificate of appropriateness as specified in chapter 20 of this part.

The location of the sign, unless otherwise specified within this subsection (49), shall be
subject to the approval of the urban design commission simullanaously with the request for
a certificate of appropriateness.

Sign location on the building shall correspond with that portion of the building owned or
leased by the person erecting the sign,

Signs shall be located as follows:



9.

i. Inthe ares of the storefront above the transom and below the second floor windows or
cenfered between the transom and the comice;

li.  Onorindisplay windows or upper fagade windows;
ii. Onorin the glazing of the doors;

iv. On the valance of awnings;

v. On the fascia or top edge of canoples; or

vi. Projecting perpendicularly from the building.

Where a principal structure is located immediately adjacent to the street, each business
establishment shall be permitted to have one sign that does not exceed eight square feet in
sign area that projects into the public right-of-way, subject to all other provisions of this part
regarding projecting signs. This projecting sign shall be considered one of the three signs
allowed for each business establishment,

Freestanding or shopping center signs shall be permitted in Subarea 2 of the district,
provided that they are no talier than the principal structure or 20 ft., whichever Is less.

The combined area of these permitted bullding signs shall not exceed ten percent of the
total area of the front wall of each said business establishment, and in no case shall any
individual sign exceed 200 square feet. Nolwithstanding these provisions, every business
establishmant shall be entitled to at least 60 square feet total combined sign area.

No ehanging signs shall be permitted.

10. No intemally illuminated signs shall be permitted.

(50) SP-22 Memorial Drive/Oakland Cemetery District: The reguiations for SPI-22 Memoral
Drive/Qakland Cemetery District far Subareas 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 shall be the same as the
regulations in Subsection (5) C-1 (Commercial Service) District, with the following supplemental
regulations:

No freestanding signs shall be permitted for new developments. One freestanding sign per
property shall be permitted for pre-existing principal structures setback a minimum of 40
feet from the property line with street frontage. Said freestanding sign shall not be located
in the sidewalk street fumiture zone or clear zone, and shall not exceed 48 square feet in
sign area and a height of 15 feet.

No shopping center signs shall be permitted.
No intemnally illuminated signs shall be permitted.

Notwithstanding the provisions of subsaction 16-28A.010(5)(g), signs may project over the
sidewalk clear zone for any section of the clear zone that is privately owned or over the
supplemental zone, when a vertical clearance of eight feet between the bottom of the sign
and the sidewalk pavement is provided.

Maximum Helght of Signs: The height of signs shall comply with the provisions of

subsection 16-2BA.007(b)}9)(m), except that for 2nd story terants may extend to a

maximum of 40 feet above ground-evel provided that:

i.  The sign shall be located directly above an independent sidewalk-level entrance to the
2nd story tenant; or

ii. The sign shall be located directly above the storefront windows for the 2nd story
tenant.

{51) Historic Sears Roebuck & Co. Sign District.

a.

Creation of District: There is created within Chapter 28A the Historic Sears Roebuck & Co.
Sign District, which applies to the property within the City of Atfanta currentiy known as 675



Ponce de Leon Avenue where a brick sfructure was constructed in 1928 and (ater
expanded to house the operations of Sears Roebuck & Co. and which later became known
as City Hall East. The boundaries of the district are shown on the Historic Sears Roebuck
& Co. Sign Dislrict Map, which is incorporated intc and made a part of this chapter and this
saction. It is the Intention of these regulations to address the specific and unique building
forms, mass, and scale of the district and regulate the size and location of signs so as to
allow signs which are pant of a sign plan prepared for the district and approved by the
National Park Service while accomplishing the goals of this chapter and maintaining the
separation belween on-site and off-site advertising. All signs within the district as set forth
in the sign plan are permitted under the ragulations set forth in this section (51) even where
the erection of stich signs might otherwise be in confiict with the chapter Where a sign is
specifically prohibited by this section, such prohibition shall be in addition to any prohibition
otherwise set forth in this section.

Definitions: For the purpose of this section (51), the following definitions shall apply,
provided however that other definitions set forth in the chapter may be used to assist with
interpretation of this section, further provided that the definitions set forth in this secticn are
intended to control because of their specific application to the district and the sign types
permitted therein;

1. Blade sign means a sign altached verlically to a metal blade arm extending
horizontally from the building face.

2. Building sign means a type of business identification sign that is allowed in this district
to identify the large scale buildings which are part of this development an buildings
which are less than four stories.

3. Extended sign means a sigh attached (o a parapet wali or other wall and extending
above the top of the wall.

4. Historic etched sign means a bullding business identification sign or incidental sign
coensisting of a sign face etched into the fagade of the building that was in existence
during the period in which Sears Roebuck & Co. business operations were conducted

in the building.

§.  Historic lconic sign means a building signature sign erected on the roof of the Historlc
Sears Roebuck & Co, Building in substantially the location and massing as the Sears
Roebuck & Co. sign that previously existed during the period in which Sears Roebuck
& Co. business operations were conducted in the building and used for the same
purpases as building signature signs.

6. Historic Sears Roebuck & Co. Building (the "Buiiding™) means the brick building
constructed in 1926 and later expanded and which has been approved for placement
on the National Register of Historic Places, as shown on the Historic Sears Roebuck

& Co. Sign District Map.

7. Monument sign means a permanent sign not attached to a building and canstructed
directly and continuously upen the ground or a grade-level support structure with no
separation between the sign and the ground or support structure. Monument signs
shall not be supported by visible columns, uprights, poles, or braces and shall be of
continuous selid construction without hales, gaps, or spacing.

8. Pylon sign means a vinyl slgn aitached verlically to a metal pylon located in the
supplemental zone on private property.

9. Property owner sign means a sign face installed on a sign structure allowed in this
district and authorized by the sign plan that is not in use by a tenant as a business
identification sign.

10. Sign plan means the comprehensive and uniform elevations, architectural designs,
and sign legend for signage approved for this district and applicable to the buildings



constructed by Sears Raoebuck & Co. and exlsting in the Historic Sears Roebuck &
Co. Sign District as of January 1, 2014.

Signs:

1.

Types: Wall signs, projecting signs, canopy signs, monument signs, extended signs,
blads signs, and pylon signs shall be permitted as business signs. Building signs shall
be permitted for the property owner's business lacated within the district.

Number: The total number of slgns shall not exceed the number identified in the sign
plan for each type of sign. Each tenant may be assigned a maximum of three signs in
accordance with the procedure set forth for permitting of signs in this district. A
business establishment localed at the comer of 2 building may be assigned ohe
additional business identification sign by the properly, owner, said sign to be criented
toward the additional frontage.

Height: The height of signs shall not exceed the height specified in the sign plan for
each type of sign.

Area: The total area of any business identification signs in the district shall not exceed
the square footage specified in the sign plan for each type of sign.

Adjacency: A sign Is permiited to be erected only to Identify the business of the
property owner or tenants of the building but the assignment of sign locations is
controlled by the sign plan.

Assignment of sign locations: Applicants seeking a permit for a sign in this district
shall submit an application on a form o be developed for this district by the office of
bulldings, which shall require certification by the property owner that the requested
sign face, size, height, number, and focation are authorized by the property owner,
The sign copy fo be displayed shall be included in the application. One or moere signs
for & business establishment may be installed in a location other than the premises of
the business establishment if so authorized by the property owner.

Building Signature Signs:

1.

2.

Types: Wall signs, projecting signs, and an historic iconic sign are permitted as
building signature signs.

Number: One historlc Iconic sign as identified in the sign ptan is permitted. One
building sighature sign Is permitted on each side elevation of the building.

Height: The height of a building signature sign shalf not exceed the height specified i
the sign plan for each type of sign.

Area: The total area of the permitted historic iconic sign and the building signature
signs in the district shall not exceed the gross square footage specified in the sign
plan.

Prohibited and Restricted Signs:

1.

Billboard Signs: Billboard signs shall not be permitted other than as specified in the
sign pfan.

Animated, Flashing, and Changing Signs: Animated, changing, and flashing signs
shail not be permitted.

Freestanding Signs: Freestanding signs other than incidental signs, pylon signs, and
monument signs specified in the sign plan shall not be permitted.

Monument Signs:

1.

Number: Monument signs as defined in this section (51) shall be authorized not to
exceed the number specified in the sigh plan and shall be installed on private property



provided that under no circumstances shall a monument sign encroach into requirad
sidewalk clear zones, pedestrian paths, or visibility triangles.

2. Height The height of monument signs shall not exceed the height specified in the sign
plan for each type of monument sign.

3. Area: The total area of each monument sign shall not exceed the square footage
specified in the sign plan for that type of monument sign.

4. Shared Access and Assignment of Sign Locations: Monument signs may include
business identification signage for multiple businesses located in the district.
Applicants seeking a permit for a business identification sign an a monument sign in
this district shail submit an application on a form to be developed for this district by the
office of buildings, which shall require certification by the property owner that the
requested sign face and location are authorized by the property owner.

Incidental Signs: Incidentat signs are permitted.

Historic Elched Signs; Historic etched signs are permilted to remain und'sturbed as a non-
conforming characteristic of the previous use and shall not require a permit.

Sign Lighting:

1. Signs may be externally lit from the top or the bottom and the lighting shall be directed
onto the sign face. All sources of light associated with a sign shall be effectively
shielded from adjacent properties zoned R-1 through R-5, RG, or MR.

2. Signs may be lit in any of the following ways: halo-lit, exposed neon, exposed light
butbs, internally illuminated letters, and externally illuminated letters.

Property Owner Signs: Properly owner slgns are permitted fo be used by the properly
owner, the property owner's business within the district, or an event or activity occurring
within the distrigt,

New Buildings: For any building constructed in the district after the effective dale of
crealtion of this district, the signage shall be governed by section 16-28A.010(41).

Sign Plan: The sign plan for the district that has been adopted by the council is on file in
the office of the municipal clerk.

{52) West End/Lee Sireet Overay Sign District.

Creation of District. There is created within Chapter 28A the West End/Lee Street Overlay
Sign District. The boundaries of the District are shown on the West End/Lee Street Qverlay
Sign District Map, which is incorporated into and made a part of this chapter and this
section. The passage of this ordinance shall be a supplement to and an overlay upon the
existing zoning and sign regulations already applicable to parcels within its boundaries and
the regulations set forth herein shall continue to apply when the existing zoning is changed
unless a specific property is specifically exempted from these regulations as a condition of
rezening. The regulations set forth in this chapter, or set forth elsewhere in this part when
referred to in this chapter, are regulations which are applicable in those parts of the city
designated as being a part of the West End/l.ee Street Overlay Sign District.

Authority. This chapter is enacted pursuant to the city's exclusive zoning and planning
authority granted by the Constilution of the State of Georgla, including without limitation
Article IX, Section I, Paragraph Il and Adicle XI Section I, Paragraph IV, as well as
authority granted by the General Assembly of the State of Georgia, including but not limited
to O.C.G.A. § 36-35-3, 0.C.G.A. § 36-66-2, and O.C.G.A § 36-70-3, the City of Atlanta
Charter, Article |, Section 102(c)(42}) as well as thes general police powers of the city and
such other autherity as may be provided by applicabla, state, federal and local laws.

Findings, Purpose and Intent. The City of Atlanta finds that:



The size, scale and character of buildings and uses in the West End zoning district
(SPI-21) and along Lee Street, beginning West End Avenue to the north and
Campbeliton Read to the south direclly affects the adjacent neighborhoods and the
public health, safety and welfare,

Due to the large amount of vehicular traffic which is drawn to the Wast End
neighborhood and Lee Street corridor, visual clutter created by window signs on
commeicially zoned or used properties can be distracting to drivers and may create
unsafe conditions;

The visual clutter of window signs on commearcially zoned or used properties within
the West End neighborhood and Lee Sfreet corridor detract from the aesthefically
pleasing nature of the corridor;

The current requlations of window signs in the NC-8 (Cascade Heights Neighborhood
Cammercial) District conlribute to vehicular and pedestrian safety as well as the
aesthetic look of the store fronts in that district and that similar regulations should be
adopted along the West End neighborhood and Lee Street corridor; and

There is a substantial need directly related to the public health, safety and welfare to
address these public health safety and welfare concerns through the adoption of the
regulations set forth in this chapter which shall supplement the existing zoning
controls imposed by this part and other paris of the Code.

d. Definition: For the purpose of this saction {52), the following definition as well as all ather
definitions set forth in the Sign Ordinance shall apply within the District:

Window sign: Any sign that is placed on, affixed to, painted on or located either on the
exterior of a window or within the casement or sill area of a window or within three fest
therein and is visible from the exterior of the structure; but not including any lawtul
display of merchandise in its original packaging.

e. Type, Number, Area: Window slgns, as defined herein, shall not require a sign permit prior
to display but shall only be permitted as follows:

On parcels commercially zoned such as, but not limited to, C-2, MR, or SPI-21,
canditionally or not, not more than two window signs per establishment shall be
allowed. Each such individual sign shall not be larger than four square feet. In no
event shall one or more of such signs cover more than 25 percent of the area of each
window pane in which a sign is placed. Such signs shall not be illuminated, except
that one such sign per establishment may be illuminated. Window signs shall not be
counted toward any wall sign total square footage allowed by the underlying zoning
district sign regulations.

Any window sign in lawful existence pricr to the effective date of this amendment shall
be removed within a reascnable period of time so as to allow recoupment of cost fo
the sign owner. Cost shall be evidence by recelpts or other evidence of actual cost in
procuring the window sign. Removal of said signage shall be as follows:

A) Any sign with a cost of $100.00 or less shali be removed within 30 days of the
" eifective date of this amendment.

B) Any sign with a cost of greater than $100.00 and less than $5,000.00 shall be
removed within 120 days of the effective date of this amendment.

C) Any sign with a cost of equal to or greater than $5,000.00 shall be removed
within one year of the effective date of this amendment.

f.  Relation to Other Sign Controls. All signs within the district, other than window signs shall
be regulated based on the underlying zoning of property and corresponding sign
reguiations.

(53) Campbeliton Road Overlay Sign District.



Creation of District. There is created within Chapter 28A the Campbelltan Road Overlay
Sign District, the boundarles of the district are shown on the Campbellton Road Overlay
Sign District Map, which is incorporated into and made a part of this chapter and this
section. The passage of this ordinance shall be a supplement to and an overlay upon the
existing zoning and sign regulations already applicable to parcels within its boundaries and
the regulations set forth herein shall continue to apply when the existing zoning is changed
unless a specific property is specifically exempted from these regulations as a condition of
rezoning. The regulations set forth in this chapter, or set forth elsewhere in this part when
referred to in this chapter, are regulations which are applicable in those parts of the city
designated as being a part of the Campbeliton Road Overlay Sign District.

Autharity. This chapter is enacted pursuant to the city's exclusive zoning and planning
authority granted by the Constitutlon of the State of Georgia, including without limitation
Article [X, Section I, Paragraph lil and Article Xl Section I, Paragraph IV, as well as
authority granted by the General Assembly of the State of Georgia, including but not limited
to O.C.G.A. § 36-35-3, O.C.GA. § 36-66-2, and O.C.G.A. § 36-70-3, the City of Atlanta
Charter, Article |, Section 102(c)(42) as well as the general police powers of the city and
such ather authority as may be provided by applicable, state, federal and Iocal laws.

Findings, Purpose and Intent. The City of Atlanta finds that;

I The size, scale and character of buildings and uses on that part of Campbelliton Road,
beginning at the intersection with County Line Road on the west and proceeding to
Stanton Road on the east and along Greenbriar Parkway between Campbellton Road
and The Fontainbleau directly affects the adjacent neighborhoods and the public
health, safety and welfare;

ii. Due to the large amount of vehicular traffic which is drawn to the Campbsliton Road
visual clutter created by window signs on commercially zoned or used properties can
be distracting to drivers and may create unsafe conditions;

iii. The visual clutter of window signs on commercially zoned or used properties within
the Campbellton Road corridor detracts from the aesthetically pleasing nature of the
corridor,

iv. The current regulations of window signs in the NC-6 (Cascade Heights Neighbarhood
Commercial) District contribute to vehicular and pedestrian safety as weli as the
aesthetic look of the store fronts in that district and that similar regulations should be
adopted along the Campbellton Road corridor; and

v. There is a substantial need directly related to the public health, safety and welfare to
address these public health safety and wslfare concerns through the adoption of the
regulations set forth in this chapter which shall supplemeni the existing zoning
controls imposed by this part and other parts of the Code.

Definition: For the purpose of this section (53), the following definition as well as all other
definitions set forth in the sign ordinance shall apply within the district.

i. ii. Window sign: Any sign that is placed on, affixed to, painted on or located either
on the exterior of a window or within the casement or sill area of a window or within
three feet therein and is visible from the exterior of the structure; but not including any
lawful display of merchandise in its original packaging.

Type, Number, Area: Window signs, as defined herein, shall not require a sign permit prior
to display but shall only be permitted as follows:

I.  On parcels commercially zoned such as, but not limited to, C-1, MRC, RLC or SPI-20,
conditionally or not, not more than two window signs per establishment shall be
allowed. Each individual window sign shall not be larger than four square feet. In no
avent shail one or more window signs cover more than 25 percent of the area of each
window panse [n which a sign is placed. Such signs shall not be illuminated, except



that one window sign within a business establishment may be illuminated. Window
signs shall not be counted toward any wall sign total square footage allowed by the
underlying zoning district sign regulations.

ii.  Any window sign in lawful existence prior to the effective date of this amendment shail
be removed within a reasonable period of time so as to allow recoupment of cost to

the sign owner. Cost shall be avidence by receipts or other evidence of aclual cast in
procuring the window sign. Remeoval shall be as follows:

A Any window sign with a cost of $100.00 or less shall be retnoved within 30 days
of the effective date of this amendment.

B. Any window sign with a cost of greater than $100.00 and less than $5,000.00
shall be removed within 120 days of the effective date of this amendment.

C. Any window sign with a cost of equal to or greater than $5,000.00 shall be
removed within one year of the effective date of this amendment.

iii. Relation fo ofher sign controls. All signs within the district, other than window signs,
shall be regulated based on the tinderlying zoning of properly and corresponding sign
regulations.

Sec. 16-28A.011. - Construction and Maintenance.

All signs shall be constructed and maintained in accordance with the following standards:

(1

)

(3)

(4)

All signs shall comply with all applicable provisions of the City of Atlanta Building Code at all
times, provided that if any provision of said code directly conflicts with a provision in this chapter
28A, this chapter shall controt.

All signs shall comply with all applicable provisions of the City of Atlanta Elecfrical Code at all
times, provided that if any provision of said code directly conflicts with a provision in this chapter
2BA, said slectrical code shail control,

Except for banners, flags, temporary signs, and window signs conforming in all respects with
the requirements of this chapter 28A, all signs shall be constructed of permanent materials and
shall be permanently attached to the ground, a building, or another structure by direct
attachment to a rigid wall, frame or structure.

All signs shall be erected and maintained in good structural condltion and in conformance with
part 16 and all other applicable regulations of the City of Atianta at all times. Except as provided
in section 16-28A.011(1) and {2) above, should any provision of this chapter 28A be in conflict
with another regulation of the city, the more restrictive or that imposing the higher standard shall

govern,

Sec. 16-28A.012. - Signs in the public right-of-way.

(a) No sign shall be allowed in the public right-of-way except as follows or as otherwise permitted by the
code of ordinances, and all other prohibitions and regulations goveming signs in public rights-of-way
and upon public praperty in the code of ordinances, including but not limited to section 138, also
shall apply:

(

)
(3)
(4)

Slgns erected by or on behalf of a governmantal body to post legal notices, identify public
property, convey public information, and direct or ragulate pedestrian or vehicular traffic.

Bus stop signs erected by a public transit authority.
Informational signs of a public utility identifying its poles, lines, pipes or other facilities.

Awning, projecting and suspended signs projecting over a public right-of-way when in
conformity with all other requirements of the code of ordinances and this chapter, including
section 16-28A.007(e).



(5) Banners within the public right-of-way that are authorized by and approved under section 138-
80 of the Code of Ordinances of tha City of Atlanta.

{6) Temporary emergency waming signs erected by a govemmental agency, a public utility
company, or a contractor dolng authorized or permitted work within the public right-of-way.

(7) Signs thal are altached to bus shelters subject to the provisions of section 138-430f the Code
of Ordinances. Signs attached to streel furniture such as trash cans, benches, kiosks, and
streelcar shellers owned andfor operated by govemmental units or public authorities.
Temporary changing signs, not to exceed 30 days, as part of a cily-sponsored program in
connection with entertainment events meeting the criteria set forth in section 16-
28A.010{12)(I(1)i-v).

(8) Newspaper vending devices that are authorized by and approved under division V of Article Il of
saction 138-of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Atlanta.

(9) Building identification signs pursuant to section 16-02.019(7) and section 16-02.019(8).

{10) Neighborhood identification signs, limited to two such signs per street entrance, shall be
permitted.

(b} Any sign installed or placed on public property or right-of-way except in conformance with the
requirements of or references in this section shall be deemed to be an illegal sign and shall be
immediately removed by the owner or be subject to immediate removal by the city. In addition to
other remedies hereunder, the city shall have the right to recover from the owner or person placing
such a sign the full costs of removal and disposal of such sign. This Code section 16-28A.012, and
all code sections referenced In this section, shalf be enforced by the commissioner of public works or
that commissioner's designae.

Sec. 16-28A.013. - Procedures.

(a) Sign Permits:

() No sign shall be placed, constructed, erected or modified without first securing a sign permit
from the director in accordance with these procedures, except for those signs exempted by the
specific language of this chapter 28A.

(i) No sign permit of any kind shall be issued for an existing or proposed sign unless such sign
meets all of the requirements of this chapter, part 16 of the code of ordinances, and all other
applicable requirements of the Code of Ordinances or is a lawful nonconforming sign under this
chapter.

(i) A sign permit shall be required for a change of materials or for the substitution of panels or
faces on a bllboard sign to verify that the sign is structurally sound, Is at a location, and is of a
size and height, which meets the requirements for a lawful sign under this part.

(iv) No permit will be issued for any change to a legally nonconforming sign that enlarges or
expands the degree of nonconfermity, provided however that repairs and normal maintenance
of legally non-conforming signs including the repairs and maintenance necessary to allow
conversion of the sign face for the utilization of changing sign technology shall not be
considered an expansion of the degree of non-conformily. An exisfing changing sign that is
legally non-conforming shall be allowed to utilize this provision for purpose of installing a
different changing sign technology.

{b) Permit Procedures: The following procedures shall govern the application for and issuance of all sign
permits under this chapter 28A.

{1) All applications for sign permits shall be submitted to the director on an application form
provided by the director. Each application shall be accompanied by the applicable fees
established by the governing authority from time to time. No application shall be deemed to be
accepied by the director unless all fees are paid and ail information reasonably required by the
director is provided by the applicant. All applications for canstruction, creation or installation of a



new sign or for modification of an existing slgn shall be accompanied by detailed drawings
showing the dimensions, design, structure, and iocation of each particutar sign, as well as total
wall area dimensions when necessary to determine compliance with this chapter 28A. One (1)
application and permit may include multiple signs on the same lot where said muitiple signs are
otherwise permissible by this chapter 28A.

(2) All applications for sign permits shall be either issued or dented within thirty (30) days of their
submission. If the sign permit is neither issued nor denied within this time period, the applicant
may at their own risk erect a sign meeting the requirements of this part as if the application had
been granted. The director is authorized, however, upon determination that a sign, erected for
any reason, is not in compliance with these regulations, to take the appropriate action
hacessary to cause it to come into complliance or to be remaved if lllegal. After examination of
an application, including an application which has been filed for more than thirty (30} days, the
director shall either:

(a) Issue the sign permit if the sign(s) cenform(s) in all respects to the requirements of this
chapter and all other applicable city code provislons; or

{b) Deny the sign permit if the sign{s) fail(s) in any way fo conform to the requirements of this
chapter or any other applicable City Code provision. In case of a denial, the director shall
nolify the applicant in writing at the address set forth in the application.

(3) No illegal display, feature, attribute or other part of any otherwise permitted sign shall be
considered legally non-conforming and no illegal sign shall become legally nen-conforming by
reason of failure of the director to deny the permit within thirty (30} days of the submission of the
application.

(c) Inspections: The director shall, at any time deemed necessary, inspect each slyn regulated by this
chapter 28A to ensure conformity with these regulations and other ordinances of the city. The
director Is hereby authorized and empowered to revoke any permit issued upon failure of the holder
thereof to comply with any provision of this chapter 28A or other ordinances of the city, or to take
other action fawful and necessary to assure correction of viclations.

(d) Lapse of Sign Permit: A sign parmit shall be deemed to lapse automatically and hence be deemed
ittegal if the business license for the premises lapses, is revoked or is not renewed. A sign permit
shall alsc lapse if the activity on the premises is disconfinued for a period of 180 days or more and Is
not renewed within 30 days of a notice to the last permittes, sent {o the premises, that the sign
permit will lapse if such activity is not renewed,

(e) Permits for Portable Slgns: Portable signs shall be allowed only in accordance with the provisions of
section 16-28A.007(a) and only upon the Issuance of a sign permit, which shall be subject to the
following additional requirements:

(1) A sign permit shali allow the use of a portable sign only for one single continuous specified 30-
day period.

(2} Only one sign permit for a portable sign shall be issued to the same business license holder on
the same lot for the same business.

(3] A portable sign shall be allowed only in the districts specified in section 16-28A.007(a) and shall
be subject to all other requirements for portable signs as set forth In this chapter, in part 16, and
in any ather applicable code section.

Sec. 16-28A.014. - Nonconforming signs.

{a) Policy: Itis the pollcy of the city to encourage that all signs within the city be brought into compliance
with the terms and requirements of this chapter and of part 16 of the Code of Ordinances of the City
of Atlanta.

(b) Nonconforming Sign Regulations:



(1} A nonconforming sign may remaln in use subject to the requirements of chapter 24 of part 16,
and the following requirements, as well as any other applicable requirements of the Code of
Ordinances of the City of Atlanta. Said nonconforming sign shall be deemed to be "structures
and premises in combination” for purposes of regulation under chapter 24 of part 16.

(2} Any nonconforming sign which is not used or leased for a continuous perlod of one (1) year
shall not be reused for sign purposes unless and until it fully conforms with the terms ad
requirements of this chapter 28A

(3) The substitution or modification of panels or faces on nonconforming signs and repalnting,
refacing or repostering nonconforming sign shall be permitted to the extent authorized by
section 18-28A.013 and chapter 24 of pat 16. Repairs and normal maintenance of
noncanforming signs, such as repainting, electrical repairs, and neon tubing repairs, shall be
permitted, to the extent authorized by this chapter 28A, and chapter 24 of part 16, provided it
does not enlarge or expand the degree of nonconformity.

Sec. 16-28A.015. - Violations and enforcement.

Any person violating any provision of this chapter shall be guilty of an offense and punished in
accordance with the enforcement provisions of chapter 30 of part 16 of the Code of Qrdinances. This
chapter shall be enforced by the director, except where otherwise specified. Each sign installed, created,
erected or maintained in violation of this chapter 28A shall be considerad a separate violation, and each
day of a continued violation for each sign shall be considered a separate violation when applying the
penaities of chapter 30 of part 16. In addition to the enforcement and penalty provisions in chapter 30 of
part 186, the director shall be authorized to remove any illegal sign and place a lien for the removal costs
agalnst the property upon which the sign was located prior to removal. Any person damaging any tree in
violatlon of section 16-28A.007(n) of this chapter shall, In addition to other penalties imposed by this part,
be required to replace any such tree with a healthy tree or trees of like caliper and species, i, in the
judgment of the city arborist, such tree is permanently injured or impaired or in danger of dying as a result
of such damage.

Sec. 16-28A.016. - Variances limited.

The provisions of this chapter varied only pursuant to the following requirements. The board of
zoning adjustment, the urban design commission, or any ather duly authorized administrative body shall
have the power to grant variances relating to the height of signs, sign setbacks, topographic conditions
which would prevent the erection of a sign which is otherwise permissible under this chapter 284, and
similar minor variances, according to their authority, and which are not otherwise expressly prohibited
below. Neither the board of zoning adjustment, the urban design commission, nor any other authorized
administrative body shall have the power or authority to vary the express terms of thls chapter 28A
related to the number of signs, the total area of signs permitted on a lot, distance and spacing
requirements, or removal of illegal signs. Further, the board or other commission or administrative body
shall have no power to permit within any zoning district within the City of Atlanta any sign not otherwise
authorized by this chapter. Appeals from decisions of the director shall be as authorized by section 16-
30.010 of this part.

Sec. 16-28A.017. - Severability of regulations.

Should any section or provision of this chapter, or the application thereof to any person or
circumstance, be declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be Invalid, such decision shall not affect
the validity of this chapter as a whole or any section thereof other than the section or provision, or
application thereof, specifically declared to be invalid.



T iR AN ORDIN

o

m.
[ gkﬁss% ._

fey Sﬁnﬁﬁ,ﬁm_ﬁ

AN- ORDINANCE - TO . AVIES

. JCHAPTER 28A (CITY OF

ATLANTA mﬁz ORDINANCE) -
: OF = THE 1982 ATLANTA
{ZONING ﬂwu.z,ﬁnm IN
ARESPONSE YO THE UNITED
STATES SUPREME COURT
- § DECISION IN REED V. TOWN OF -

A GILBERT, %ﬂ% E,E FOR..

Coerwmition
- Dae
Chaw
Artion

_ NDV 09 2015

\Faw Adv, Hoid (s8e rev. side) | Fav, Adv, Hold (see rov. wioe)

ATLAN #. iy nmc?@w
L

'Q. 15t ADOPT 2n¢ READ & REFER
i .E..F:a.aﬂ : QBHD i |
{_. Reterrad To: ﬁ%% wwmm- 4

| Date Reterved ;
;.....&!E#..
E._m_.m.mﬂ._..

%Eqﬁux
NOVEI 78

WETHOLT m"nzﬁqw E
g BY QPERATIGNOF Law

i}




