
City of Atlanta Brownfields Program
Trees Atlanta Warner Avenue SW
Community Meeting presentation

October 26, 2020 



City of Atlanta -Trees Atlanta Cleanup Grant 
Community Meeting Agenda

• Welcome
• Camilla Warren, Project Manager, US EPA Region 4

• City of Atlanta Brownfields Program

• Trees Atlanta Cleanup Plan

• Trees Atlanta’s Headquarters

• Comments and Questions



Brownfield Definition

A brownfield is a real 
property whose expansion, 
redevelopment, or reuse may 
be complicated by the presence 
or potential presence of a 
hazardous substances, 
pollutants, contaminants, 
controlled substances, 
petroleum or petroleum 
products, or is mine-scarred 
land.
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Overview of Atlanta’s Area-Wide Planning 
Project
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Brownfields

Campbellton TAD 
& Ft. McPherson

Metropolitan 
PKWY TAD

Atlanta, GA

BeltLine TAD 
& Overlay

Murphy 
Triangle

• 3,282 acres
• Atlanta’s Southwest 

neighborhoods
• Over 25 brownfields
• 3 Tax Allocation Districts 

(TADs)
• Fort McPherson (Closed)
• BeltLine (and Overlay)
• 3 MARTA stations 
• Murphy Triangle
• Future transit-oriented 

development (TOD) at 
the BeltLine and MARTA

Image: Courtesy of Georgia Tech College of Architecture 
School of City and Regional Planning



CoA Brownfield Program Goals

• Improve the quality of life; 

• Revitalize neighborhoods;

• Encourage sustainable redevelopment of brownfield 
sites;

• Protect human health and the environment; 

• Support the retention and attraction of jobs; 

• Maximize the effectiveness of the Brownfield Program 
through collaborative efforts; and 

• Educate and engage with the community.



EPA Brownfield Grants 

• Assessment Grants (3 year grant) provide funding 
for brownfield inventories, site specific cleanup plans, 
environmental assessments, and community outreach.
• 2017 Assessment Grant & 2020 Assessment Grant 

• Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) Grants (On going since 
2009) provide funding to cleanup brownfield sites with 
loans to private property owners and subgrants to non-
profits that own their property. Programs provides 80% 
of remediation costs. Supplement Awards available 
every year.



Target Areas



Revolving Loan Fund

• Partnership with Invest 
Atlanta & EPA

• Loan/subgrant for 80% of 
remediation cost

• Federal requirements

• Community Involvement 
with 30 day comment 
period
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RLF Program Administration

• City of Atlanta – Cooperative Agreement Recipient
• QEP – Qualified Environmental Professional- Cardno- coordinates and 

direct cleanups. 

• Invest Atlanta – Fund Manager and Loan 
administrator. IA Board approves loans/subgrants

• EPA Project Officer- Reviews and approves QAPP and 
substantial involvement in the process. 

• Loans and Subgrants recipient
• 20% match required
• Subgrants to non-profits that own their parcels
• Loans to private entities with favorable terms

9



Trees Atlanta

Trees Atlanta, a non-profit 
organization, protects and 
improves Atlanta’s urban 
forest by planting, 
conserving, and educating.



825 Warner Avenue SW.

• Currently developed with 
23,000 SF warehouse 
building 

• Trees Atlanta is looking to 
redevelop a 2.9 acre property 
into a 20,000 SF 
headquarters
• All staff in one location
• Education and job training
• Walking trail extending from 

Beltline
• Outdoor learning and gathering 

space



825 Warner Ave. – History
• 1930s-1940s – F.E. Golian Co. 
operated as a steel manufacturer

• 1950s – C.L. Fain Company 
operated as a whole sale produce 
company

• 1960s-1970s – Amour & 
Company wholesale meat 
company

• 1990s-2010s – Moms Bakery

• Recently operated as “the 
Baker”, an artist studio

• Acquired by Trees Atlanta in 
2019

1930s Sanborn Map

1970s Sanborn Map



825 Warner Ave. – Previous Assessments
• Phase I ESA by OTIE in April 
2019
• Identified historic operations 

as an environmental concern

• Phase II ESA by ETRI in May 
2019
• Lead in soil identified in one 

location
• Further soil delineation 

completed

• Site entered the Georgia 
Environmental Protection 
Division Brownfield Program 
in June 2019



825 Warner Ave– Design Phase Investigation

• Prior to excavation, a Design 
Phase Investigation is 
requested by Georgia EPD
• Further delineate metal 

impacts

• Investigate under building

• Investigate groundwater

• This data will define the 
excavation and cleanup 
requirements
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825 Warner Avenue Corrective Action

• Currently there is one area 
of lead impact will be 
excavated
• ~560 cubic yards at B-2, B-4 

& B-5 to a depth of 12 feet
• Subject to change pending 

Design Phase Investigation 

• Soil will be excavated and 
confirmation sampling to 
verify removal of impacted 
soil

• Backfilled with clean soil
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Clean up Documents
• Analysis of Brownfields Cleanup Alternatives (ABCA) -

Has information about the site and contamination, cleanup 
standards, applicable laws, alternatives considered, the 
proposed remediation approach as well as the effectiveness,  
implementability, and cost of the cleanup methods 
considered. 

• Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP)- Documents the 
results of a project’s technical planning process, provides the 
plan for the environmental data operation, its quality 
objectives and it identifies key project personnel.

• Cleanup Work Plan- Documents the cleanup activities 
planned to facilitate remediation of the site.
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825 Warner Avenue– Cost Estimate
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Task Cost Estimate

Design Phase Investigation, PPCAP Revision $20,000

Soil Removal Contractor $110,000

Oversight and Confirmation Sampling $10,000

GA EPD Compliance Status Report $10,000

Estimated Total $150,000

Contingency (~20%) $37,500

Total $187,500

Trees Atlanta match (20%) $37,500

Subgrant Total $150,000



Trees Atlanta Warner Avenue
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Trees Atlanta Warner Avenue
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https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/departments/city-planning/office-of-zoning-
development/brownfield-program/warner-avenue-trees-atlanta
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More Information-

Visit-
www.atlantaga.gov/brownfields

Send Comments to: 
jlavandier@atlantaga.gov

30-day public comment period- October 
26 – November 25, 2020.

Comments and Questions?

CommunityPlans@atlantaga.gov
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